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Hello all, 
Apologies for the lack of communication. Unfortunately, I have had to take a step back from ac-
tive involvement with the CFA due to illness. I am unsure at this point whether I will be back on 
deck for the coming fire season. Thanks go to the Tatong team for providing assistance with the 
routine running of the brigade.  
Good news is – we have a new ultralight tanker! Tatong CFA took delivery of a brand-new vehi-
cle in mid-July. Thank you to all those in the community who have made contributions towards 
the cost of the changeover. Thankfully we were able to obtain a VESEP grant from the State 
Government which funded the bulk of the approximately $150,000 cost. 
 

With a new fire season approaching we have decided to combine with Lurg and Molyullah brigades for a series of    
training sessions over the next few months. The first session will be held at the Molyullah Recreation Reserve on           
2 August. Communications have been sent to current firefighters previously and we are hopeful of a good turnout. 
Working together will allow us to become familiar with the different appliances that we may come into contact with at a 
fire. Breakfast will be provided from 830am prior to commencement. I encourage all firefighters to attend at least one of 
the sessions. 
Best Wishes, 
Jason Nichols      Captain 
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TATONG TOPICS – AUGUST 1926; 

Benalla Standard 3rd August 1926:  
SHIRE OF BENALLA. 
Tenders will he received up till' noon on Monday, 
9th. August, 1926, for the undermentioned works, 
viz Tatong Riding. grubbing and clearing 30 chains 
Newman's lane, Rothesay, commencing from the 
well on Samaria road, and running east. 
Plans and specifications may be seen at the Shire 
Offices, Five per cent deposit to accompany each 
tender. The lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. R. J. MURRAY, Acting Shire Secretary. 
Council Chambers, 21st July, 1926. 
 
Benalla Standard 6th August 1926: 
VICTORIAN RAILWAYS CHEAP EXCURSIONS. 
TATONG LINE.—Friday. 20Th August—To 
Melbourne from Tatong and stations to Karn. 
Tickets issued up to time of departure of train. 
Same date—From Melbourne to those stations. 
Booking closes noon, 19th August. Particulars at 
stations. 
 
Benalla Standard 10th August 1926: 
Council Minutes – Tatong Riding. 
From J. Montgomery, quarry representative.. 
asking that the manager have about £15 in petty 
cash, so as he can pay any man off at a moment's 
notice, instead of the men having to travel lo 
Benalla to receive their money after being 
dismissed.—This was agreed to. 
 
The North Eastern Ensign 13th August 1926: 
Municipal Elections. The municipal elections for 
the Benalla Shire Council will take place on -
Thursday, 26th August. 
The following members retire through the effluxion  
of time: 
Cr R. Roe Central riding; Cr. J. Harrison, Mokoan 
riding. T. a'B Cook, Devenish riding; Cr. D. 
Dallas. Tatong riding; and F. A. Cook, 
Warrenbayne riding.  
Nominations close on Monday next, at I p.m. 
 
Benalla Standard 17th August 1926: 
Shire Elections — Nominations for 
the Benalla Shire Council closed, yesterday, 
and the following were received:— 
Tatong Riding, Cr. Dallas; Mokoan Riding, Cr. J. 
Harrison; Devenish Riding, Cr. T. a'B. Cook; 
Warrenbayne Riding, Cr. F. A. Cook; 
Central Riding, Cr. R. Roe and Mr. 
T. S. Hanlon. 
Consequently the town riding is the only one to 
provide a contest, the polling day for which 
will be the 26th 'inst. 
 
Compiled by Barry O’Connor. Tatong Heritage 
Group. 
 
 
 

Benalla Standard 17th August 1926: (abridged) 
DUKE AND DUCHESS OF YORK - To be Invited 
to Benalla - PROPOSAL FOR JUBILEE SHOW. 
At the monthly meeting of the Benalla Agricultural 
Society's council on Friday, Mr. Cowan made 
reference to the forthcoming visit of the Duke and 
Duchess of York to Australia, ostensibly for the 
purpose of opening the new Federal Parliament at 
Canberra, he thought that as an agricultural 
society, and representing the people of Benalla 
and the North-Eastern district, they should try to 
get the Duke and Duchess to visit these parts, and 
it might be wise for them to move in that direction 
straight away.  
Mr. Cowan then moved that the society get in 
touch with both the Federal and Stale 
entertainment committees, together with members 
of Parliament, in order to get a visit to Benalla of 
the Duke and Duchess, and that in the event of 
this being arranged, that an autumn show be held. 
We could run special trains from Seymour, 
Albury, Tatong. Yarrawonga, Beechworth, 
Whitfield and Wahgunyah, which would carry the 
whole of the population. Fully 20,000 people would 
be present to meet the visitors. 
The motion was agreed to unanimously. At the 
instance of Messrs Desailley, and N Cooper, 
Messrs Cowan, Cleary and Dr. Nish were, 
appointed a committee, with power to act to frame 
a letter of application for the visit, setting out the 
proposals and the advantages to be gained by 
such. 
 
North Eastern Ensign 27th August 1926: 
NOT LICENSED -Albert White, 17, of Tatong, was 
charged at the Benalla Courts on Tuesday last 
with driving a motor car in Bridge road 
Tatong,  without  being licensed. Constable Briggs 
gave evidence that he intercepted the defendant 
whilst driving a car on 28th July. Senior Constable 
Harnetty stated that he was only 17 years of age, 
and was not old enough to get a licence. Mr T. 
Williams, P.M. imposed a fine of £2, with 3/ costs 
in default.  
 
Corowa Free Press 27th August 1926: 
HOLIDAY ' EXCURSION FARES will be charged 
from Seymour, Yarrawonga, Beechworth, Bright, 
Yackandandah;  Wahgunyah, Tatong, Cudgewa, 
and intervening stations by all trains on August 31, 
and by trains on September 1, timed to reach 
Albury by 2,10 p.m., and such tickets will be 
available for return till Friday, September 3 
inclusive. 
 
Weekly Times 28th August 1926: 
In days past the Weekly Times published a 
birthday club column for the children celebrating 
birthdays in regional Victoria: 
Mavis Jonas (Tatong). 8 on August 22;  
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The Attention Economy: Are We Scrolling Our-
selves Smart—or Brain-Dead? 
The other day, I was taking the train back home from 
Melbourne. I looked up and noticed a scene that’s 
become so normal it’s almost invisible: literally every 
single person around us, except me, was glued to 
their smartphone. 
Right in front of me, a little girl was holding her 
phone up at an angle where I couldn't really help but 
see her screen. She was on TikTok, and it was dizzy-
ing (I did wonder, briefly, how she got round the so-
cial media ban). She’d look at a video for maybe two 
or three seconds, swipe, look for another two sec-
onds, and swipe again. Watching her fly through con-
tent made me wonder: what is this constant bom-
bardment doing to our attention spans? 
I was chatting about this with my older daughter, who 
understands this digital landscape much better than I 
do. She told me that TikTok users can now have mul-
tiple windows open on their screens at the same 
time. Apparently, Netflix specifically greenlights and 
edits certain shows so people can watch them pas-
sively while scrolling through their phones – perhaps 
that’s why their shows keep reminding you of the 
plot. 
It took me back to the old arguments we used to 
have as a family—trying to watch a movie together 
while the kids' faces were buried in their screens. 
It begs the question: how are we supposed to actu-
ally learn, absorb new knowledge, or think deeply 
when platforms like Instagram and TikTok are con-
stantly hitting us with rapid-fire stimuli? 
We like to think our brains are built for this. We love 
the idea of parallel processing - the computer sci-
ence term for doing multiple things at once. But neu-
roscience tells a different story. Sure, our brains can 
handle multiple automatic tasks simultaneously—like 
navigating a busy street while listening to music. But 
when it comes to focused attention, learning, or mak-
ing decisions? The brain is strictly a serial processor. 
It has to work step-by-step. 
To actually retain information and move it from our 
short-term working memory into our long-term mem-
ory, we need sustained focus. True creativity requires 
quiet, uninterrupted time. My old colleague, the aca-
demic Thomas Davenport, put it perfectly when he 
said that the sheer wealth of information on the inter-
net actually creates a poverty of attention We have 
all the data in the world, but none of the focus re-
quired to actually do anything meaningful with it. 
So, what’s the damage? If our attention spans are 
shrinking, what does that mean for us practically?  

 We stop learning: We lose the ability to engage 

with complex ideas, meaning we stop broadening 
our horizons and lose sight of what actually matters. 

 We stop reflecting: Because we don't give our-
selves time to pause and think, we get sucked into 
social media echo chambers that just validate our 
existing biases. 

 We lose real community: We’ve all seen it—people 

sitting at dinner with friends or family, staring at their 
screens instead of talking to each other. Replacing 
physical community with a virtual one leads to isola-
tion and stops us from interacting with people from 
different backgrounds, which is disastrous for healthy 
public debate. 
We know less: It’s a bizarre paradox. Despite living 
under a literal tsunami of human knowledge, we are at 
risk of becoming less and less genuinely knowledge-
able. 
This stream of images and data is only speeding up. 
Tech platforms are locked in a war to capture and 
monetise our “eyeballs”, and they aren't going to slow 
down on their own. 
So, next time you find yourself reaching for your 
phone during a quiet moment, it might be worth ask-
ing: are you choosing to look at the screen, or has the 
screen trained you to look? 
Steve Ingram 
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  Recipes by Sue 

 
HOT CRAB DIP 
250g cream cheese 
2 tablespoons sour cream 
Lemon juice to taste 
½ cup Parmesan cheese 
¼ cup slivered almonds 
Method:  Use a fork to soften the cream 
cheese. 
Stir in crab, sour cream, lemon juice, salt & 
pepper & half the parmesan cheese. Place in 
2 cup casserole, top with remaining 
parmesan cheese & sprinkle with almonds. 
Bake at 180⁰ for 15-18 minutes. Serve hot. 
FARMHOUSE SOUP 
60 g butter 
1 pkt spaghetti sauce mix 
1 onion 
1 cup tomato puree 
¼ teaspoon garlic salt 
6 cups water 
2 stalks celery 
3 beef stock cubes 
2 large carrots 
1 cup macaroni 
300g can red kidney beans 
1 teaspoon oregano 3 tomatoes 
Method: In a large saucepan, melt butter, 
add onions & cook 3 minutes. Add chopped 
celery & carrots. Cook 5 minutes. Stir in 
remaining ingredients, bring to the boil, 
stirring occasionally. Cook 20 minutes or until 
macaroni & vegetables are soft. 
QUICK PASTRYLESS QUICHE 

4-5 eggs, depending on size 
1 pkt French onion soup 
2 tablespoons wholemeal SR flour 
1 cup milk (or ½ cup milk & ½ cup sour 
cream) 
1 cup vegetables (zucchini, broccoli, carrots 
etc) 
Method: Pre heat oven 180⁰. Grease a pie or 
quiche dish. Put all ingredients in bowl & mix 
until well combined. Pour into dish & cook for 
about  
30-40 minutes. Test with a fork. Serves 4-6. 

 

CORNISH PASTIES 

Pastry mix 
600g mince 
2 onions 
4 carrots 
4 large potatoes 
Pumpkin – same quantity as potatoes 
Salt & pepper 
Method: Chop onions & cook till soft. Add 
mince, cook then add shredded or minced 
vegetables. Cook until soft. Mix pastry. Roll & 
trim into circles. Fill with mixture, fold to form 
pastie. Prick to release steam & bake in 
moderate oven till brown & crispy. 
NO-FAIL ONE BOWL PAVLOVA 
2 egg whites 
1½ cups caster sugar 
4 tablespoons hot water 
1 heaped teaspoon cornflour 
1 teaspoon vinegar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
Method: Put all ingredients in mixing bowl & 
beat with electric mixer for 15 minutes on 
medium. Butter pie dish & spread in mix. 
Raise sides slightly with spatula. Bake for 10 
minutes at 180⁰C, then 45 minutes at 120⁰C. 
Leave in oven to cool. 
Decorate with whipped cream & your desired 
topping. (berries, kiwi fruit, bananas etc) 
 ORANGE CAKE 
½ cup sugar 
2 eggs 
2 oranges 
2 cups SR flour 
125g margarine or butter 
Method: Cream butter& sugar, add eggs, one 
at a time. Beat well. Add juice of 1½ oranges 
& rind of 1 
Mixed together. Gradually add flour. Bake at 
180⁰ for 50 minutes. When cool, ice with 
orange icing, using juice from remaining ½ 
orange. 
LEMONADE SCONES 
5 cups SR flour 
300ml cream 
1 can lemonade 
Method: Mix together & roll out on floured 
board to 5cm thickness. Cut into rounds. Note 
– if you dip the cutter into 2 teaspoons flour & 
1 teaspoon sugar, the mixture will cut more 
easily. Brush with milk. Cook at 230⁰C for 
about 20 minutes. 
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 Come along, bring your lunch and  some goodies to share, do some craft or just have a chat. Hope 
to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall. Cathy  0488 377 243 
Our August Girls Shed will be on Friday 21st August at the usual time. 
 



Tatong Tattler, August 2026 

Page 8  



Tatong Tattler, August 2026 

Page 9 

JOINT BRIGADE TRAINING  
Molyullah Brigade is joining with 
neighbouring brigades, Tatong 
and Lurg, for three joint training 
sessions, beginning Sunday 2

nd
 

August, 9am to 11am at the   
Molyullah Sports Ground. 
 
Starting with breakfast, this first session will in-
clude radio, basic map reading and tanker tac-
tics. As well as essential skills training, it’s an 
opportunity for firefighters to get to know the 
members of the brigades we most turn out with. 
 
Call Dion on 0417 879500 if you’d like to find out 
more. 
 
MOLYULLAH FIRE BRIGADE SUNDAY 
DRIVER ROSTER 
 
Thanks to our brigade members who make sure 
the truck and ultralight are in working order by 
taking them for a weekly Sunday drive. 
 
Sunday Drive includes: 

Take the truck for a short drive 
If fuel is approaching ½ full or less, take the 

truck to Benalla and refuel  
Walk around truck to ensure everything is 

OK – lights etc working 
Run the pump 
Participate in radio schedule with Benalla 

Group (starts 10am Ch #365) 
Take ultralight tanker for a short drive 
Run pump on ultralight 
Fill in log book/s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
If you are unable to do your Sunday drive, 

please contact  
another member to swap or get in touch with 

Pat Horne on 0438 626187.  
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SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,    
Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling 

or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional Ser-

vice 

Call Darren 0438850918  

GRETA SOUTH 
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Come and Try 

Archery  

1st & 3rd Saturday 10am – 

12noon 

$15pp *Bookings Essential 

Golden Vale Reserve - 113 

Golden Vale Road Benalla 

https://www.facebook.com/comeandtry 

northeasternarchers@gmail.com 

Fully Qualified Coaches 

All Equipment Supplied 

 

      Miscellaneous Announcements                     Swanpool News 

The next Girls Shed will be from Friday 21st 
August at the Tatong Memorial Hall.  

The next Tatong Dinner will be on  Wednesday    
12th August at 6.30pm at the Tatong Tavern. 

 The next Whitegate Dinner will be on      
Wednesday 5th August at the Tatong Tavern 

Never a dull moment in Swanpool! On 1st August, we 
are hosting two major events, a Swanpool Crafters' 
Day, and a Trivia Night, as a fundraiser for our local 
CFA. 
Any enquiries about the Crafters' Day, which takes 
place at the Albert Heaney Oval, please contact 
Shirley on 0407682 575. Another August Crafters' 
Day will take place on Sunday 30th August. 
 
The Trivia Night takes place at the Swanpool Hall, and 
costs $15 a head. BYO Food, drinks, plates, glasses, 
coins, pens. Doors open 6.00pm, trouble starts at 
6.30pm! Lots of great prizes, and a guaranteed night 
of fun, all in a good cause! Bookings preferred, call 
0408 598 590 
 
The Oval Pizzeria continues its busy schedule, the 
August Pizza Night is scheduled for Friday 28 August, 
from 5.00pm, with take away available, call 0438 295 
060 for orders and enquiries.  
 
The Cinema is currently having its annual Winter 
break from screenings, but there is plenty of work go-
ing on behind the scenes! 
  
The programming team will have finalised the upcom-
ing September/October programme by mid August, 
anyone wanting a sneak peek can check details from 
then on our website, www.swanpoolcinema.com.au 
  
The annual servicing of the digital projector and ac-
cessories has taken place, and planning for special 
events, including one that may possibly happen on 
30th August is well underway. Some of our busy vol-
unteers have been makimg the most of good weather 
to continue repainting the Hall, which should soon 
look pristine again. And our volunteer team is looking 
for more friends and allies to join them in keeping the 
Cinema open, and providing entertainment for all 
ages. 
 
Some of the tasks that volunteers do include: 
Programme planning, mailout and distribution 
Making Choc tops 
Joining the committee 
Helping with publicity and promotion 
Film projection 
Meet and Greet 
Ticket Box 
Candy Bar services 
 
And many more! If you, or anyone you know might be 
interested to join us, please contact us via our email, 
swanpoolflix#gmail.com,                                                                               
Deb 
 

INTO THE WORLD OF FEELINGS AND FACTS 
In this contemplative zone truth is my favourite word 
because it is a sure fire winner in any debate about 
matters of great depth and significance and a refuge 
when hard times or tragedy strikes. Truth’s character 
and importance cannot be overemphasised because 
it is the ‘fruit’ or outcome of the ultimate and unknow-
able power source least offensively known as Nature 
(with a capital N).  
This presumes that there are no mistakes in nature 
because no matter how determined and costly the 
human striving to improve or change nature, ulti-
mately working alongside and with it is probably the 
best course, especially in the long run. 
This is not saying that all aspects of nature such as 
accidents and illness are welcome visitors especially 
when our lives are comfortable and secure, with our 
major needs taken care of. 
 We have been conditioned through the evolution of 
Western Society to place our trust in science and to 
look to it for salvation but because even science is 
managed by fallible humans who can lose their faith 
in truth or are misled by irresistible inducements, 
very bad outcomes/mistakes, accidental or deliber-
ate are made. 
What is my message really about? For my monthly 
Tattler rant I felt the need to address something in 
the range of my abiding interest, commonly called 
the meaning of life, but without a particular emphasis 
so I started with the favourite word/concept and then 
meandered. 
After listening to Eckhart Tolle, the awakened spiri-
tual teacher, I realized that I should occasionally just 
shut up and give my mind a rest in ‘stillness’ but a 
lifetime of ‘doing’ stuff makes such exercises awk-
ward and difficult. 
Also there has been a spate of illness and death 
among district locals, as well as the well-known, like 
the popular actor Sam Neill, usually people younger 
than me and I’m approaching a ‘fine vintage,’ or 
more commonly, ‘old fart’ age (currently  82) at a rate 
of knots. One advantage of older age is the greater 
freedom to speak one’s mind knowing full well that 
most people will scoff or ignore you with no great 
harm done. 
Mike Larkin                            

http://www.swanpoolcinema.com.au/
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The Tattler welcomes another puzzle from  contributor Amanda Greene.  
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N&M Contracting provides a range 
of farm services and fencing  

solutions.   
Servicing Benalla and surrounds 

Farm  
Farm maintenance 

& contracting 
 

Short or long term 
farm care-taking 

service 

Fencing 
Rural fencing 
Post driving 

Custom projects  
 

Stock yard repairs 
& modifications 

For enquiries contact Nathan 

Ph: 0417 786 044 
Email: nburgess616@gmail.com 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050. 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207. 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 111.9 232.2 139.2 25 1217 

2023 25 18.7 61.1 62.8 59.2 197.6 51.1 67.2 25.2 120.8 57.1 98.2 846 

2024 156.4 17.6 14.7 26.9 73.8 53.1 76.7 47 42.2 46.4 167.7 48 770.5 

2025 22.5 13.5 66.5 8.9 20.9 81.8 118.2 51.9 34.4 49.7 74 70 622.3 

2026 0.5 52.8 50.3 40.4 54.5 153.7       352.2 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Finally we are getting what seems like the old fashioned winter type of winter weather of almost frosty mornings along 
with very good rain for rivers and dams. The cold mornings which are followed by a mostly clear sky with along with the 
sun’s warmth which lift the spirits.  
The total rainfall for June was 153.7mm and the rainfall up until the 15

th
 of July is another excellent 107.6mm. 

Mike Larkin                                       
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT by EFT: 
BSB 803078 A/C 100036313 a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

Is it an ad? Publicity for an event with an entry fee is 

classed as advertising and charged accordingly.  Local 

community events may be excepted. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November. Non-digitised items which need 
scanning or typing, by the 15th.  
 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler! 
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above). 


