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The Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal

Tatong makes Top 10 Regional Towns - $77,265.97
How do we possibly say thank you for the support?

The Tatong Family Fun Day & Auction far surpassed any of the committee’s expectations, we were so very lucky to be
supported by amazing friends, family, local businesses, supporters and sponsors. We have an incredibly hard working
committee that work so hard to make Good Friday happen. We would like to thank the Tatong Recreation & Commu-
nity Centre for the use of the venue and for running the Bar — and with that their generous support of the appeal Rod-
wells of Benalla — John Gregory, Justin Way, Dale Buitenhaus and the team with their efforts in the running auction.
The Tatong Young Bloods & Tatong Tennis Club along with volunteers who worked hard to provide us food all day. We
were ever so grateful to the amazing people who held set up and pack up, we were speechless when after the auction
we turned around and there were a team of people helping pack up, we were truly appreciative.

We thank the Tatong Tavern for there many years of support of the Good Friday Appeal and for their continued support
of Friday Night Raffles.

We have some very generous sponsors that are commited to supporting the committee and the Tatong RCH Good Fri-
day Appeal; the King Of Sparks, D & R Henderson, HVP, Hamex, Midland Frieght, DeFazio Concreting, Aligned Engi-
neering, Benalla Printing, Stuck On Stationary, Lima South Quarry, Steph Ryan MP & Benalla Waste.

The Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal also received a $10,000 Donation from The Davis Family, they wanted to share
their story with the people to make everyone aware what good the hospital does do.

On November 19th, Willow Joni Davis was born at Frances Perry House with breathing diffi-
culties. She was then moved to ICU at the Royal Women's Hospital on life support due to a
severe case of Meconium Aspiration Syndrome.

She was so critical that she was transferred to ICU transport to the Butterfly Ward, the New-
born Intensive Care Unit at the Royal Children's Hospital.

For the next 3.5 weeks she was cared for on life support and the staff looked after her
through to her full recovery.

For a period of 2 weeks she was the most critical newborn in the unit. The staff, consult-
ants, nurses and doctors cared for her 24/ 7 and enabled her to breathe on her own for the
first time after 3 weeks. Willow has now made a full recovery.

To each and every business, individual, friend & sponsor who have donated items for the auction we are so unbelievably
appreciative because without your generosity we would not be able to run our day and raise the money that we do for
the kids.

We thank all our supporters for making us part of your tradition.

Jade Kirk
Area Manager

Tatong & District Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal
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De Fiasco in de Fjords (Part 3)

Did | say restive trip down the Rhine?
J We start in Amsterdam, most of the pas-
sengers are staying at the same hotel
pre cruise, so we get to meet quite a few
: . before we even start. | have a really sore
‘ back, too many uneven steps and stairs
and cobblestones, so | go on a quest for
painkillers only to be told | need a pre-
. scription for painkillers. You can smell
the marijuana wafting down the street
but | need a script to buy a painkiller.
Amsterdam has even more cyclists than
Copenhagen and they have right of way,
seem to come at you from every direction.

Cologne Cathedral

i

Nuremberg bridge

We leave Amsterdam in the Scenic Ruby, it's good to unpack and catch up with some
washing. Our cabin is very comfortable and the view is wonderful, sliding along the
river. The next day we arrive in Cologne then at night visit Marksburg Castle for a me-
dieval feast and entertainment. We continue through the Rhine Gorge, arriving in
Freudenberg the next day for an Oktoberfest and Bavarian Lunch. Incredibly, the peo-
ple sharing our table come from King Valley, and are distant relatives. Arriving back at
the ship we find they are in the cabin next to us.

A
et

We continue down the Rhine, Wurzburg, Rothenburg, Bamberg, Nuremberg, Regens-
burg and Weltenburg. Apparently 'Burg' is a castle and 'Berg' a mountain. In Regens-
burg I join the 'slow walkers' group, still suffering with a bad back, for the tour. Unfor- —

tunately the 'slow walkers' drop off very quickly with only 4 of us continuing, passing ~ Melk Abbey overlooking the Da-
the fast walkers and finishing way ahead of everyone else. Yay! nube

We have now left the Rhine and the Maine Canal behind and have entered the Da-

nube River. The locks used to lift the ships along the Trans European
waterway are astounding. Two at the top are more than 30 metres in
depth. We have been going up the locks, now we are going down the
other side of the watershed.

Having left Germany and entered Austria we arrive in Salzburg to a
«fl 'Sound of Music' day. A visit to the abbey graveyard seen in the movie
w1 iS Very interesting. It must still be in use with quite recent dates on
gravestones. A morning tea of delicious apple strudel, the best ever
tasted apparently.

Then onto a Sound of Music lunch with entertainment
and everyone joining the singing.

Next day we visit Melk Abbey, one of the biggest and most beautiful baroque
buildings in Europe, featuring splendid architecture with the monastic library re-
nowned for its extensive manuscript collections. Then on to beautiful Vienna with
a performance at the Spanish Riding School a highlight for me. A Viennese Con-
cert at the Liechtenstein Palais is another highlight.

Next it's on to Budapest, the capital of Hungary with a population of 1.7 million.
More knock-out architecture, thermal baths and a rather sad history of occupa-
tion. We are sad to be leaving our home of the past 2 weeks too. There have
been many entertainments on board that | haven't mentioned, mostly culturally
connected to the port of call. The Hungarian dance troupe were a stand out, with much slapping
and jumping. There have been many theme nights as well, disco with the crew or just enjoying
the piano in the lounge area.

Prague Cathedral

We are continuing onto Prague by coach with our new guide Pavlina. She is a gem, looks after us very well. Prague is
as splendid as everyone says, Prague Castle, the Charles Bridge, the Old Town and a walking tour exploring the com-
munist era. But it is so crowded, so many tourists, they must bring an enormous amount of money into the city. Sadly,
we say goodbye to all our new friends and fly out to Frankfurt, then Singapore and home. My next job is to sort the thou-
sands of photos that I've taken, each one a wonderful memory.

Linda De Fazio

The Tattler would like to thank the De Fazios for these three wonderful and informative reports of
their European trip. Ed
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QUALIFIED TURT MANAGER

& [ANDSCAPES
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§ SPECIALISING IN ‘
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>NEWLAWNS >LAWNRENOVATIONS > LANDSCAPING ﬂ
> PAVING/STONEWORK > IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

\( / ALSO AVALLABLE §\)// /
\ ( SSMALL TRACTOR WORK > ROTARYHOEING > SLASHINGAOWING /

>POSTHOLING »FRONT ENDLOADER > SO MOVING/LEVELING

5YEARS ARN
HORTICULTURE
EXPERIENCE 52637 846388
GAKKY KUIGKOK MOB 041 9 895 286

» Post and Wire « Post Driving ¢ Post Hole Digging
» With over 25 years experience *« Farm Fencing
* Post and Rail « Stock Yards * Horse Shelters « Frontend Loader
. Slashing * Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.

. 1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au
0428715155 AH 03 57666338
ABN 59 349 567 286
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FISH AND CHIPS AT MOLYULLAH

Once again the Molyullah Community put on an excellent
fish and chip night. More than enough to eat and only
$5.00 how good is that.

Following the general catch up with friends, acquaintances
and meeting new people, Bill Willett gave an informative
talk about the newly founded Molyullah — Upper Ryans
Creek Heritage. (MURCH for short).

MURCH is looking for interested parties to become mem-
bers and any old pictures, which anybody might have
stashed away in albums, cupboards etc would be wel-
comed with open arms. They are happy to take a digital
copy to keep for their records.

Sponsorship is also sought to assist in the erecting of
signs in historic places in the area. MURCH has enough
money for three of these signs but as there are over 20
historic sites, more is needed to preserve the history of the
area.

Tatong Tattler, May 2018

er Site of

Rya1T1s Creek Upper
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m _ - Closed Mar 1920
- 1933 P - Time with Molyulah

Reopened Dec 1933 - Closed Oct 1949

Much hilarity was experienced when Bill asked the audi-
ence where they thought many of the historic sites were
situated, as the answer was always “Rules Corner”.

Bill can be contacted on:-

Mobile 0429 947 696 or email zadot3@gmail.com

For the next Fish and Chip night (normally the second Fri-
day of the month at 5.30pm) please refer to the Tattler cal-
endar.

Sallie Hann

)

PIONEER

WATER TANKS

TANKS & PLUMBING

\ Quentin White & Co
\

6,800 - 500,000 Litres
Zincalume & Colorbond Steel Pioneer Water Tanks
Australian made BPA free Liner
20 year conditional warranty
Supply, delivery & installation included
Call for a tank quotation, or email
quentinwhiteplumbing@gmail.com

0407 90 36 37
www.qwtanks.com.au
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Does anyone have a photo of the Tatong Tavern with the Post
Office beside it? An enquiry was made to the group, and such a
photo would be of interest to many. Should you have such a
photo, we would be honoured if we might make a copy of it to
add to our records, and to the collective knowledge of the com-
munity. - Andrea Stevenson for the Tatong Heritage Group
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TO TIDY OR NOT
While trying to do some woodwork in my garage/workshop |
found that | was barely able to use my work bench and tools
due to the piles of ‘stuff’ everywhere. This is clearly the out-
come of my ‘second childhood’ which | practice with relish
as a retiree. Because | have so many jobs to do | cannot
possibly clean up and organize stuff into proper containers
or place on shelves because there is obviously not enough
places to put the stuff! | just think that it can wait for that
“one day” when ['ll fix it; the “one day” that hardly ever
comes!
| finally hit the wall and have started the major ‘spring clean’
and it dawns once again that it is not that | need another
shed, | only have to rearrange the existing stuff into an or-
derly way by removing the unwanted and hopefully putting
stuff where | can find it again. So far | am surprised by the
amount of stuff | forgot that | had hidden by dust or behind
or under other stuff. | have found that this principle applies
to one’s fridge. When the fridge can’t seem to fit another
thing it probably needs a tidy and re-arrange.
I am a chronic collector of handy stuff like plastic containers
for putting bits and pieces in. Trouble is that | don’t know
when to stop the hoarding, but | have a strategy now and
that is to put the spare containers in a carton and when the
carton is full | stop collecting. Simple isn’t it, but | just never
got around to realizing it.
The terrible irony is that at the end of the clean-up I'll have a
beautiful tidy workspace and probably no work to do at least
till once again every surface is covered with stuff!
Mike Larkin

TABLE TENNIS STARTING SOON
The Swanpool and district table tennis winter competition is
about to begin with the first home and away matches start-
ing in a hall near you on Wednesday May the 2™. We have
A and B grades and you only need two players to form a
team. If interested contact Shaun Murphy on 57682432, or
Rob Erskine on 57672248.
Mike Larkin
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MOBILE SERVlGE G

| * WELDING
. * DESIGN AND FABRICATION
|

MOBILE 0400 251 177
mattwake1911@gmail.com

Tatong Tavern

Hi there sorry it's been a while and a lot has happened. Easter has been and gone
and it was a sad Good Friday for the Tavern, after hosting the auction for 38 years it
was transferred to the Football Oval, which was successful with $76,000 raised.... well
done.

Sunday March 17" we had our Music Festival with around 200 people attending, it
was a great day for Tatong and the Tavern.

We have given the place a bit of a face lift inside with some fresh paint inside and
new tables out front and back.

Winter is coming and we have plenty of firewood so the fires are burning and making
the place warm and cosy. New winter menu will be starting soon.

Don’t forget Mother’s Day on May 13" book yourself a table before they are all gone.
Wallet watcher’s menu on Wednesday Night.

$20 Pot and Parma plus normal Menu on Thursday Night.

Don’t forget Lunches Wednesday to Sunday.

Happy hour 5.30 to 7pm Fridays.

Some come Hungry for it.

See you soon Pedro, Shirley, Chef Scottie and Staff.
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Benalla Héaﬁy -Horse Dfi\}inay

SATURDAY 5TH MAY

BENALLA PONY CLUB GROUNDS,
EQUESTRIAN PARK, SHEPPARTON ROAD,
BENALLA, VICTORIA

-Senior events commencing at 9am, juniors at 10am

-Registration from 8am

-Casual day insurance $20 (adult) $11 (under 18 years) no charge if
member of CCHS or Registered Breed Society

-Yards available at no charge however bookings essential

-Judges: Mrs B Jackson, Mr B Jackson, Mr M Marriott, Mr F Broso
-Trade village and stalls as well as great food available all day
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Chatway Rural
Contracting

Cuballa Kennels
& Cattery

Matthew Way 0457 584 509 mnmway@bigpond.com
The only "Way" in farming

Based in Greta West, N.E. Victoria, servicing
Northern Victoria and Southern New South Wales
* Great Rates ¢ Dedication to care
* Own dogs + Small acre spraying

Specialising in animal husbandry:
Sheep Marking, drenching, tagging, classing, vaccinating, tooth
grinding, foot paring, mulesing.

Cattle Marking, drenching, vaccinating, tagging, sire selections,
A.l. programs, herd classing, computer management programs
for weighing, herd performance.

General Farming Welding, concreting, general maintenance,
yard construction and design, mustering by quad or horse, own
dogs, fencing.

Also Fertiliser programs Pasture Improvements.
Licensed and experienced operator of Grader, Dozer,
Excavator, Tractors and Loaders. Small acre spraying

With over 20 years experience in all facets of farm
life, | pride myself in delivering an affordable
service that will increase the viability of every acre
on your farm. Dedicated to animal well being, &
with streamlined work practices, | believe in doing
things right the first time.

5768 2415
A 1950s style cinema showing the best classic films
from silents to recent releases

Saturday 12 May at 3.00 pm
2018 Benalla Short Film Festival

DLTAI

The 2018 Benalla Short Film Festival premiers on
Sunday 11th March at Raffety’s Reception in Benalla

www.benallashorts.com

An Encore Performance screens on the big screen at Swanpool Cinema on
Saturday 12th May at 3 pm

7

Normal ticket prices apply
$13.50 adults and $11 concession

Two sessions with an intermission

Note: This is an
18+ event

* Spacious Heated &
Cooled Indoor Kennels
with Individual Outdoor

Grass Runs

* Climate Controlled Cattery
* Walk-in Modules

Phone 03 5766 4363
679 Winton-Lurg Rd, Lurg
www.cuballakennels.com.au

FIREWOOD

Z

CUT SPLIT

AND DELIVERED

8 METRES - $600
CALL RUSSELL - 5766 6250
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Merchandnse Fertiliser |  Real Estate Livestock

Fencing Water Products

Stock Yards Fertiliser

Stock Feed Weed and Pest Control
Animal Health Work Boots and more...

HILL TOP GARDEN RETREAT

Luxury accommodation and free breakfast featuring local produce
Contact us for special rates for local bookings

Swanpool Road. Swanpool Victona 3673

F/\"""‘i’n" "\rb(\ a N4AC r“."',f'\‘ r (N K7RR
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SWANPOOL or email swanpoolcreek@gmail.com
CREEK

BED & BREAKFAST 0 @ @ Lo B
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f Shepherds Contracting N

Net Wrap Rolls or Small Squares
Silage, Mowing, Raking, Tedding
. 27 Ft Tray Truck
Hay Bahng Hay & General Carting
Prompt & Professional Service
Will Consider Shares

Pasture Sowing Direct Drilling or.Over Sowipg
Pasture Renovation, Ploughing

. Boom or Spot
Spraymg 18 Metre or 9 Metre Boom Units
D4 Dozer Excavator with Auger 350 & 450 Holes

& Contact Darren 0438 850918 Greta South J

For all your electrical installations, maintenance or repairs
Licensed A-grade electrician with more than 18 years experience
Available 7 days a week, fast and reliable customer service

No job too big, or too small N -
Family owned and operated &8 :
Fixed-price quotes available .

Additional power points and switches

\ >
Switchboard upgrades =
TV, data or telephone points kl ol
Sensor lights or smoke detectors Ay B & ea r
Extensions and renovations - ol

Safety switch and surge protection " ELECTRICAL
Underground services SERVICES

CALL GLEN 0408 439437 | www.bigbear.net.au

27 Kirkland Drive, Benalla
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The very dry spell has all the shrubs and trees looking

quite stressed and the leaves that are starting to cover
the ground are crisp and pale and not the usual bright

colours of autumn.

It is dry times such as these that the Australian flora
comes into its own, with the westringia, callistemon and
acacia looking quite unchanged.

AWDW%%EAMMM?

One /ay 1o go: The plants are all trimmed and

spruced up ready for the big day - it is finally time to -
get out all the trappings that we have accumulated over the
years which we hope make the Plant Stall both attractive and
efficient.

2 PM. when John and Hazel, who have brought their two visi-
tors from overseas to help, arrive with their Ute and big trailer.
It's all off to the shade house! Soon its back and forth for eve-
ryone and the boxes are loaded in quick time with so many
helping hands - then it's off on our very slow and careful way
to the Molyullah Sports Grounds.

Our corner of the Marquee already has a large number of
plants and goodies waiting for us. The community spirit is
most heart-warming.

Cloths on the trestle tables - then its unloading, unpacking and
setting up to best display the many plants. Sort out the Iris
pictures and attach them to the front of the stall, put the Iris
into the buckets in front - make sure they match up with the
pictures!

Easter How{x‘y
This 10 2l
Up early, daylight
savings having
| ended the day before
makes it a little eas-
ier to arrive at the
Sports Grounds at 8
am. Some early
birds come over to
pass the time of day
and we get a few
early sales - which
we always find en-
couraging. Soon the
pace picks up and
the day starts to pass
in a whirl of plant ad-

Barb setting up the Iris display between
the wonderful selection of pumpkins
donated once again by Neville Lindsay.
The magnificent Dragon Fruit succulent
on the left, was bravely carried to the car
by the husband of the happy purchaser.
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C’a Ydel/\z DAZE the best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago - the next best time is now

vice, packing plants into bags, handing out change, tying
name tags onto purchases to be minded, catching up with
regulars, friends and neighbours. Two people missing from
our day this year are my granddaughter Taylor who is up at
Kapooka filling in her “Gap Year" in the army, and son Rob

; ¥ g who usually calls in to drive the
train each year on his way
home from camping at Wandili-
gong for Easter.

Cups of tea, scones with jam
and cream from the kitchen
(yum) get us through the day.
Finally it's all hands to the
packing up, and the left over
plants are ferried back to the
Shade house. Then its sighs of relief when it's time to sit with
a well earned drink and wait for the call to line up for the Post
Fair Community Dinner for all the helpers.

AW a week to unpack, sort the left-overs repot a

couple of casualties, then pack the poly boxes back in the
Shearing shed and that's it for another year. Maybe a chance
to look after the home garden and even tidy the house. Wow.

A very big THANK YOU to all the gardeners who con-
tributed their home grown plants, bulbs, jams, pickles,
pumpkins, grapefruit, home made display/carry boxes
and frame for the hanging baskets etc. to make the day
a success.

The weather was perfect for the occasion, tho the dust
from the arena told of the long hot dry summer.

It is encouraging to hear how last year’s purchases
have fared, with more than one person telling us of the
lovely blooms obtained from the Iris they had bought in
the past.

Which brings us to a special thanks to Hilary for donat-
ing her beautiful Iris plants each year, John and Hazel
who arrive each year to “get us there and back” with our
plants, Bob who lends a hand with transport and box
carrying, to Sharon and Kevin for the loan of
two gazebos and to the ever efficient and
busy Barb McPhee who together with
husband Peter, comes up each year from
Melbourne to help out at the Fair.

Kathg Z
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B EW smaui, tocatty ownep ramity Business
KOOYONGA ‘/ CREEK
Boutique Wines from North East Victoria
Visit our Cellar Door
Open Fri, Sat, Sun

and Public Holidays
llam—5pm

& SON
o Tree Service

2369 Samaria Road
Moorngag 3673 No tree too BIG, no tree too SMALL

(just 15 minutes . w. ” '“'l." ALL

west of Tatong)
At the intersection of

Samaria Road and Swanpool Road ' s i Pruning e Removals
e Shaping e Chipping
e Hazard Reduction

P ' Serving North/North East Victoria
LUKE HAY
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What's Happening at Molly Rose? seai™
All right, so | missed March — the Tattler deadline
is so far away and then all of a sudden it is upon
me, and as often as not, whizzing by into the dis-
tance — and now it is April and another birthday
Is happening as | type this. Still gotta ice the
cakes and make the dips for the special people
in my life with special dietary requirements,
move the sheep and pack the boardgames be-
cause this blrthday is happening at Tabletop

Featured Games so this month (among other
things) we’re playing Doom & Gloom!
The mini wicking bed workshop at the Benalla
Library was a blast! | must admit, I'd forgotten
what it was like working with kindy & primary school kids — hit the ground running and it's nonstop
until home-time! As it turns out, | won’t be at the Off-Grid Living Festival next weekend in Eldorado
with Benalla Permaculture as I’'m heading to the city for the weekend and going to a Speculative Fic-
tion Festival and a novel writing workshop with Alison Goodman!!! As much as | love permaculture, |
love writing more.
The Permaculture Design Course is almost at an
end. We’ve done plans to retrofit the house to
make it more sustainable — including warmer in
winter and cooler in summer — and now we are
putting together the site plan. It's very exciting.
Haven'’t seen snakey since our first encounter,
maybe | scared him off? So it's autumn and true  #
to form egg laying has dropped right off as every-
one sheds their feathers and the hours of daylight &
shorten. Some of the girls are looking decidedly
scraggly. We've not lost any more chickies to the
hawk despite it visiting several more times. And
just the other morning saw a large red fox run up
to the pens. It disappeared quick smart when | put
in an appearance.
The pallets chook shed is now at a point where it's almost done — a roof and wire for the pens, and
doors are all that is required. The watering system we

I 54 can install later. We're also investigating our portable
W electric fence options for the rotational grazing of our
"W sheep and the poultry that won't be living in the perma-
| nent pens.
Our tomatoes are still producing and ripening, so |
haven'’t pulled them yet. I've put a chook tractor on the
front bed and have the two Gold Legbar girls working it.
Originally we had three cockerels who hadn’t started
crowing yet. Guess what? Within days they started
crowing!!!
| didn’t get round to planting pumpkins this year, except
one, | think it's from the giant pumpkin we carved for
Halloween while living in Heathcote. It’s still growing so
I'll leave it there until the first frosts. It's so big we
parked our car on it — hahaha — it's a matchbox just to give you an idea on size.
Anyway, gotta go, time is running away on me. Write you again next month!

Carlav
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uralco | RODWELLS

PROPERTY

Livestock

Independent and experienced livestock specialists across Victoria, New South Wales and
South Australia.

Rodwells is well-known for its team of experienced livestock agents.
Rodwells livestock offers clients services in:

Prime Sales

Store Sales

Over Hook Sales

Private Sales

Stud Stock Sales

AuctionsPlus

Live Export

Feedlot Services

For further details contact:

John Gregory Justin Way Dale Buitenhuis
Mob: 0429 621 880 Mob: 0429 625 513 Mob: 0428 378 825
Real Estate

As part of the Ruralco group, Rodwells are able to draw on the resources of Ruralco Property
providing real estate agency services in both rural and residential markets.

The services include sales, purchase or leasing of large and small rural and residential
properties.

Ruralco Property has been built around the ethos of Local Service, National Strength.

Through this we are confident we can offer a marketing service which provides the best
outcomes at all levels of the industry.

For further details contact:
Brett Neilson Luke Marple
Mob: 0418626503 Mob: 0458 722 932
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Gawn o 1Towmn

Warning; graphic descriptions of rodenticide follow.

The day before we left to fly to WA, | found | a leak in
the laundry, and a mouse in the pantry. Aaarrrrhhhhh!
Ok, so it was probably only one mouse (I think) and the
first to get into the house in 14 months (that | know of).
But | had got used to living without the gate-crashing
smelly little beggars scuttling round the place, leaving
calling-cards wherever they go.

The mouse died at 2am the next morning. Its paw
fastened in the mousetrap | had set, it screamed blue
murder, and was probably relieved to be drowned in
the laundry trough. But the clean-up had to wait until |
came home.

When we lived in the Riverina | encountered the odd
mouse plague. In the sheds, my favourite trick was to
acquire a shiny-inside 20-litre drum (the fish and chips
shops had them), hang a bait from a centre line across
the top, and put a few inches of water in the bottom.
The mice conveniently drowned themselves. In droves.

| had a cat who was a good mouser. In fact he was a
good rabbiter, and liked to bring me two-thirds of a
rabbit, round-about 3am. The remains suggested the
beastie would have been larger than the cat, before
being partially devoured. Prior to my creation of a One-
Way-Cat-Flap, Oodipuss would park the corpse under
my bed. | was never sure if he was sharing them with
me, or stashing them for safe-keeping.

Our house there was mouse proof, so long as a door
wasn'’t left open. Oodipuss once parked himself to
stare intently at a small heater pushed against a wall.
The tip of his tail flicked back and forth. At last |
understood and pulled the heater aside; Oodi leapt in,
and emerged with a wriggling mouse in his jaws.

On our White-Gate farm we sometimes had
opportunity to kill the rodents off altogether, over the
harshest seasons. Then back they’d come, trooping
across the paddocks. The house was mouse-proof
(open doors excepting) but the vegetable garden
attracted resident thieves, while the budgie house &
chook shed were considered some kind of Airbnb for
rodents. My Jubi-dog was a fine mouser; any mouse
caught alive in the cage trap was let out on the
concrete, and Jubi would pounce, and dispatch of it
with a good crunch. Then drop it. Rats, | drowned.
Antechinus were released with an apology. There is no
justice, that was sheer species-ism.

Maybe my great-grandmother would have found mice
and their droppings a normal part of household life,
and consequently possibly may have had a better
immune system. Or perhaps she suffered from more
mouse-borne diseases. She would no doubt have
scoffed my reaction to just the one mouse (I'm hoping)
scuttling round the place. But | bet that given half a
chance, she would have loved to have a theoretically
mouse-proof home, and a Rat-Zapper. Not to mention
a colour television. And a smart-phone .

Mouse control... Is there an app for that?
- Andrea Stevenson

Thinking of a
Garden Wedding?

view our
garden and
consider the
potential of
picture perfect
setting and
personalized
planning,

Ph 03 57 66 6275

www.birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au
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Private Functions Product Sales

e Weddings
e Birthdays
e Clubs

A range of products that
are 100% pure available at
www.samariafarm.com.au
or phone Vicki to visit farm

*minimum 10 people shop

per booking

SI~AR

Distillation of Essential Oils and Hydrosols

3000 Damask Rose Plantation, Citrus Orchard, Lemon Myrtle trees,
Olive Grove

Farm Tours Distillation Workshops

A tour of the working
farm and distillation
plant, with
morning/afternoon tea
or lunch packages

These one-day workshops reveal
the ancient art of steam
distillation to produce essential
oils and hydrosols from our
Damask Roses, Citrus Fruits and
Lemon Myrtle Leaves

Phone: (03)57682225 Mob: 0417990764

o =

@samariafarm.com.au
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:;A\' kingofsparks.com

Re-evalutate your energy

Creating sustainable solutions, for energy efficient consumption

General Electrical Solar Hot Water
Solar Air-conditioning
Solar/Batteries Heating

Power Diverters LED lighting
Heat Pumps Insulation

03 5779 1991 www.kingofsparks.com
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PIG MANURE
FRESH, DRY
AND SEPARATED.

8 METRES - $150
DELIVERED LOCALLY

CALL RUSSELL - 5766 6250

Tatong Tattler, May 2018

Bedrock Quarries

v Farm access roads
v Driveways
v Tracks

v Hardstand areas

All made, repaired or renovated
using Lurg Hills gravel

Call me; Tim Ward - 0427 587 458

r Home Maintenance and Extensions
e Renovations -
e Plastering

o Concreting /No JO!) Too
e Carpentry B|g |
e Tiling or

Small

Cnr Mitchell & Stephens Rd, Tatong

Phone 5767 2327
Mobile 0417 588 784

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL

LEATON'S PLUMEBING
CENALLA PTYLID

Lic No.40467
Telephone Office 03 5762 5999
Mobile Paul 0408 579 906

After Hours 03 5762 7415

* Drainage *

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *
* Roofing *
* Spouting *
* Sanitary *

* Septic Installations and Cleaning *

* Sewer Blockages *
* Water Supply *
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The two sides of human nature.

Recently, Janette and | had the pleasure of attending
Grandparents Day at one of our grandchildren’s school
in Melbourne. As Janette was to stay in Melbourne for a

www abarry com - A20XIK

few days, we left our ute at Benalla station, and | would
return by train.

On boarding the train, | sat in the front seat. The train
seemed to stop at most stations, so a lot of the passen-
gers were suburban commuters. | noticed that a lady in
the front seat on the other side of the train had fallen
asleep.

As we approached each station the people alighting
would gather in readiness in front of me. As we ap-
proached Broadmeadows, the group had formed. A lady
said to her fellow alighters, “Doesn’t she usually get off
here?” indicating the sleeping lady. Consensus of opin-
ion was “yes she does”. She was duly woken and, yes
indeed it was her stop.

| reckon that everyone who was aware of what had just
occurred had a warm feeling about it.

As is quite common these days, the train journey ter-
minated at Seymour and we all had to find the bus that
would take us to our destinations. | found the bus that
included Benalla in its stops, the driver issued me with a
seat number,
and | climbed
aboard.

Seat 12
turned out to be
an aisle seat
and the window
seat was occu-
pied by a ‘lady’.
As she seemed
to have all her
worldly posses-
sions on what
was now my
seat, | had to
stand in the
aisle. She
looked at me, |
smiled and said
hello to which
she said some-
thing like - “S__T! | was hoping to have both seats”. |
think | said — “not your day, is it?” She snatched all her

stuff off the seat while going through a sequence of grunts,
tuts and heavy sighs that were evidently on a fast repeating
loop.

| settled myself into seat 12, opened up the crossword
page and thought — ‘I can probably make this last until
Benalla’. The bus set off and | crossworded (new verb!) to
the accompaniment of grunts, tuts and sighs.

Once underway, the driver announced — “...and there are
lots of empty seats further back — feel free to change seats
if you wish”. What an opportunity!!! Did | seize it? You bet
your life | did — | stayed in seat 12!

For some reason this seemed to make Mrs grunts, tuts
and heavy sighs become Mrs Huff and Puff while looking
back down the bus towards the empty seats. | was begin-
ning to feel a lot of empathy for the three little pigs. She took
a bottle of water from her bag between her legs, took a
swig, threw the bottle down into the bag, then went back to
the loop of noises. Meanwhile, | focussed on my crosswords
and tried not to laugh out loud.

Ouir first stop was Euroa, my ‘companion’ had now fallen
asleep, the two people opposite disembarked and so |
moved across very quietly so as to not wake Miss Congeni-
ality.

I wonder if she ever worked out that had she been pleas-
ant, | would have happily moved at Seymour, or something
much better might have happened — we might have chatted,
found we had a lot in common and become everlasting
friends — two chances eh?

Give me the Broady group anytime!

John Knapper

Gravel/Grushed Rock guz#

v/ Crushed Rock ./ Aggregates
v’ Sand & Gravel y Feature Rock

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc
Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs

uectombe .

Pick up or Delivery

LS QUARRY

The quality is in our product

Ph 9768 2366
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S EPTIC PUMP OuUTS

Why is it important to pump my septic tank out reqularly?

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-
ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform
one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level.
The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If
this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution
field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly
exercise to repair.

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years
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Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out

0447 521 981
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ATTENTION:

RESIDENTS OF TATONG, SAMARIA, MOLYULLAH,
MOORNGAG, SWANPOOL AND SURROUNDS!

Are you thinking of selling?

Let our friendly team take the stress out of your real estate needs. John Canavan First
National is a family owned business with a proud history of service to the Mansfield dis-
trict and surrounds for over 40 years.

Our team are passionate about the area and love to promote it to new residents - thus achiev-
ing optimum results for our vendors.

Give us a call and see what we can do for you - 5775 2792

7z

°
fIrSt 74 High Street, MANSFIELD

ngtl[ogng! | J O h n C O n O VO n soles@jo?wiizgo?/gfcom.ou

|

\ =
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Month Jan Feb | Mar | Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2008 524 | 115 | 334 | 17.7 | 483 37 1147 | 588 | 189 | 1.9 89.7 | 64.9 | 549.2
2009 3 54 | 387|807 | 306 | 107.9 775 | 655 76 486 | 723 | 189 | 625.1
2010 39 | 153.7 | 86.4 | 65.2 | 67.5 82.8 67.5 | 162.1 | 1168 | 123.7 | 109.2 | 150.8 | 12247
2011 107 | 177.3 | 65.0 | 36.1 | 62.9 47.1 845 | 810 | 673 | 320 | 88.3 | 46.3 | 894.7
2012 825 | 940 | 1849 181 35 57.6 1158 | 92.1 | 355 34 28 30.1 | 773.6
2013 1.8 524 | 85 | 84 | 43.0 60.1 1121 | 1411 | 61.2 | 275 | 26.2 | 653 | 684.6
2014 339 | 164 | 86.4 | 89.6 | 828 | 1465 98.8 9.8 68.5 | 204 | 585 | 64.2 | 775.8
2015 447 | 291 | 5.7 | 874 70 33.7 973 | 694 | 257 | 13.7 | 555 | 81.7 | 613.9
2016 69.7 | 119 | 36.9 | 385 | 117.2 | 1105 | 1428 | 1084 | 1721 | 914 | 50.1 | 101.3 | 1050.8
2017 676 | 36.2 | 49.1 | 617 | 525 6.5 92.1 | 1124 | 239 | 100.1 | 29.3 | 1189 | 7603

2018 34.3 6.4 | 249

65.6

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP
Fortunately it rained today, the 15" of April, when | write up the half monthly total, otherwise there would have been
nothing to report since the 26" of March. We had 12mm which is a lifesaver for the garden.
The likely reason for today’s rain is that we have just completed some earthworks and drainage at the back of the house
and the ‘rain Gods’ must have agreed that it was ok to rain on Tatong once more. While a long dry spell is not good for
many reasons it is very handy to have no rain for building and outdoor work.
The total rain for March was another low amount of only 24.9mm which means three months of below 35mm per month.

Mike Larkin

e x'\%
T SAMARIA

Samaria Suns V Maryborough
Sunday May 20" 2017
Tatong Recreation Reserve / Community Centre
Masters Netball (Contact Jules if you are inter-
ested in playing or helping out 0417 535 424)
Masters Football Time TBC

Bar & Food available.
Join the Suns & Maryborough after the game in
the Club Rooms for afternoon tea and drinks.

Are you interested in playing a game or two for
the Suns? Commitment is not necessary, it's
about getting back to grass roots footy and a bit of
fun. If you think you’d like to have a kick please
contact Wes Stafford 0400 844 646
May 6 - Samaria Suns V GV Giants
May 20 — Samaria Suns V Maryborough
June 3 — Sunbury V Samaria Suns

Jade Kirk
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S.P. & J.E. LEWlS

B B s

BUILDERS

TR N ST T O
@ mwuoms EXTENSIONS  RENOVATIONS
WHak. 0817 368 761

Shane & Janine Lewis

* QUALITY BUILDERS

* NEW HOMES,
EXTENSIONS &
RENOVATIONS

* BENALLA &
SURROUNDING
AREAS

* NO OBLIGATION
FREE QUOTES
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Phat’s on tBhis wonth
May 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Apr 29 April 30 1 2 Whitegate 3 Play 4 5
. Community group, 9.30,am
Dinner at the Rec Res
Tavern Molyullah Com-
munity Dinner at
the Golf Club
6 7 8 Mansfield 9 10 Play 11 12
Bush Poets group, 9.30am, Fish & Chip Night.
Meeting. Mans- Rec Res Molyullah Hall
field Library 3- 5.30pm
.
13 Mother's 14 15 16 Tatong 17 Play 18 Girls Shed 19
Day Community group, 9.30,am 10.00am at Ta-
Dinner at the Tatong Rec Res . | tong Hall
Tavern
20 21 22 23 24 Play 25 26
group, 9.30,am
Rec Res
27 28 Tatong 29 30 31 Play June 1 June 2
Heritage Group group, 9.30,am
meeting Tatong Rec Res
Hall 4pm

ART FOR EVERYONE

The Tatong Art Show will be held again this year at
the time of the Benalla Festival, so why not paint
something, anything, like you would have done as a
child. You don’t have to win prizes to get a lot of
pleasure and satisfaction from your own creations.
My suggestion: paint from your own life experience
about the things you love or fondly remember.

Also in August a new art show is proposed for
Swanpool in place of the Bald Archy. Swanpool has
lost its access to the Bald Archy due to new corpo-
rate sponsors taking it over for this year.

As this exciting new Swanpool art exhibition is in its
formative stages | cannot reveal details except to
say that it will be similar to the “Hay Bale Art,”
meaning that it is not just for practicing artists, and
S0 it is open to anyone to have a go. Keep an eye
out for publicity and entry forms in the near future.

Mike Larkin

Molyullah Notice Board:

Dates to note:

Thursday, 3 May: Molyullah Dinner at Benalla Golf Club,
Midland Highway, Benalla at 6.30pm. We hope all our
Molyullah residents who have moved to Benalla will be
able to come along. Please call me on 5766 6268 by
Wednesday, 2 May if you wish to come so | can make a
fairly accurate booking with the Golf Club.

Saturday, 5 May: Catering job at the Hall. Morning tea
for a car club — 150 members. Please ring Kathy Zoeth-
out (5766 6288) if you can assist either on the day or by
providing a slice, cake, or sandwiches.

Friday, 11 May: Fish & Chip night at the Molyullah Hall,
5.30pm start — food to be ordered by 7.00pm at the latest
to allow time for everyone to enjoy the speaker (who will
start as close to 7.00pm as possible).

PLEASE NOTE THAT NESSIE (NORTH EAST SCOT-
TISH STRINGS) WILL NOT BE PLAYING AT THE
NORTH EASTERN HOTEL ON SUNDAY, 13™ MAY AS
THIS IS MOTHERS’ DAY. THE NEXT DATE FOR NES-
SIE IS SUNDAY, 10 JUNE (THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
WEEKEND).

Janette knapper@bordernet.com.au 5766 6268
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Tattler Advertising Rates  inc num: A0047895K _

Full Page:

Single Issue: $32.00 STEPH RYAN MP
Six Issues: $180.00

Eleven Issues: $320.00

_ Member for Euroa
Half Page:
Single Issue: $16.00 Deputy Leader of The Nationals

Six Issues: $85.00 .

Eleven Issues:  $160.00 P@O WJM T/y&
Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page:

Single Issue: $8.00 7' 7‘

Six Issues: $45.00 %7\? aﬂ[&b
Eleven Issues: $80.00

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category
must be labelled “Promotional Feature”.

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email
darcyhogan@bigpond.com

EFT: BSB 803078 A/C 135720 a/c name: Tatong Tattler
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS
For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 25 Brldge St BenaIIa
!

area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image,

please fit your advertisement to these sizes. PH: 03 5762 1600 , L ;
WWW.STEPHRYAN.COM.AU

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month.

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 3673. Have you considered donating

DEADLINE

- — to your community newsletter?
ormat for Tattler Submissions ;

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Creatmg the Tattler costs money
Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file (despite being managed by a non-
formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. profit group of volunteers).

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out by editor. .
If your layout is important, submitting your work in MS A donation of $1 per Tattler helps

Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to adjust your cover costs. Donations can be;
layout.) If laid out in a Word document, the text & photos * given to Committee Members:
will need to be copied into Publisher; however the Editor %* y .
will have an idea of your preferred layout. left the locked box by the Tavern;
The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. *or EFT'd to GMCU, BSB 803 078,
If you require help, contact one of the Tattler committee. A/IC 1 35720’ alc Tatong Tattler

Obtain your Copy of the Tatong Tattler!
Printed, Posted, or Downloaded in TechniColour
The Tattler is Delivered to Tatong & Surrounding Districts, for Free.
The PDF file (in Colour!) may be Downloaded by Anyone, Anywhere from our Website.
Postal Delivery for one year is $25 (Australia only).
To arrange Tattler delivery, And/Or to be notified when the PDF is available (You can have Both),
Or to Arrange Postal Tattler, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au or:
The Secretary, Tatong Tattler, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, Vic, 3673.
( A donation of $1 per issue is appreciated & helps cover costs.)
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