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The next Tatong Dinner at the Tavern will be on Wednesday 13th August at 
6.30 pm. (2nd Wednesday of each month).  Come along and enjoy fantastic 
meals and great service.  Enjoy the company of your community members 
in a lovely atmosphere. 
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                    Swanpool News 

I write to let you know that the Reverend 
Dr. John Wesley Pryor passed away on the morning of 
Sunday, 29 June. A funeral service of thanksgiving and 
farewell will be held at St. Jude’s Anglican Church, Bowral 
(38 Bendooley St., Bowral, NSW, Australia, 2576) on 
Thursday 17

th
 July 2025 at 11am. 

We (the Pryors) lived in Molyullah 2000-2015, and John 
spoke of these years as some of the happiest of his life. I 
would like to express my appreciation and thanks to all 
whose friendship and community we enjoyed in those 
years. 
With all best wishes, 
Yu-Yu, Widow of John Pryor  

BACK TO THE FUTURE 
 I did write something and then read a passage in a new 
book which caused me to realise that I was going down a 
blind alley so I deleted the original stuff. Alternatively, here 
is a small anecdote from everyday happenings. Maeve and 
I saw a platypus swimming below the ‘Old Station Bridge’ 
while on our morning walk about one month ago – early 
July. It is the first time I have ever seen one in our Hollands 
Creek. 
Having eaten my hearty low carb brekky of bacon and eggs 
on Maeve’s homemade toast made of sprouted wheat flour 
and other occult ingredients it seems a worthy subject for 
the Tattler. We alternate this brekky with a homemade ver-
sion of porridge, containing flax seed, coconut flour, substi-
tute sugar, cocoa and cinnamon’ with fruit, granola, cream 
and yogurt.  Maeve even makes the bacon after buying the 
raw pork meat from the butcher. This food is an outcome of 
the changes to our diet following the stroke I had last Octo-
ber. 
Coincidentally there has been a TV doco featuring Jesse 
Inchauspe, ‘The Glucose Goddess’ on SBS. Jessi pro-
motes an almost identical diet as that which we are follow-
ing, a mixture of Keto /Low Carb where glucose, as well as 
the starchy food, is the main problem. Fatty foods, such as 
meat, eggs and dairy are now being restored to their rightful 
place and real cow butter replaces the factory made substi-
tute. It is quite moving to see the improvements in Jesse’s 
clients after only 6 weeks of adhering to her ‘10 hacks for 
healthy eating.’  
The food industry in combination with some dodgy scientific 
and medical ‘expertise’ created the problem of sugar crav-
ing probably because it encourages the eating of far more 
food than we need, and this is brought about, in the main, 
by the seduction of glucose in almost all the foods we buy. 
The increase in obesity and associated diseases in western 
cultures is ample evidence for this conclusions.  
Mike Larkin                                       

More delicious food is on offer at the Albert Heaney 
Oval on Friday 22nd August from 5.00pm, when the 
fabulous volunteers with The Oval Pizzeria will be 
working hard to bring us pizza treats. Eat in or take 
away, payment can be made with cash or card. En-
quiries to Marg on 0438 295 060  
  
Swanpool crafters are hosting another popular Craf-
ters Day at the Albert Heaney Pavilion on Saturday 
30th August. Participants bring their own lunch, and 
for just $10 a head they can enjoy tea and coffee 
and homemade goodies, as well as lots of creative 
fun and camaraderie. Please ring Shirl on 0407 682 
575 to let her know that you are coming! 
  
The Cinema is still on its Winter break, but our fabu-
lous team of volunteers is still working away in the 
background, doing necessary maintenance on the 
Hall and equipment, and planning another fantastic 
Programme for the opening of our new season in 
September! We thank them with an annual volun-
teer’s dinner and free film screening before the new 
season starts, if you would like to join this great 
team, please email us on swanpoolflix@gmail.com 
  
Our new programme will be up on our website by 
mid August, www.swanpoolcinema.com.au , we look 
forward to welcoming patrons old and new.                    
Deb 
  

mailto:swanpoolflix@gmail.com
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TATONG TOPICS – AUGUST 1925 

Benalla Standard 4th August 1925: 
From Country Roads Board, stating that the 
following amounts have been allotted for 
maintenance on several roads, as follows: — 
Goorambat road £850, Lima road £100, 
Goorambat-Thoona road £450, Sydney road 
(township section) £300, Tatong road £500. 
Cr. Cleary referred to the main roads maintenance, 
and thought that immediate steps should be taken 
to put them in order at once. The Goorambat and 
Shepparton roads were not in good order, and a 
little attention would save a lot of trouble and 
time. — Cr. Cowan supported these remarks. — 
Cr. A. Harrison favoured a review of the whole 
position and the appointment of permanent 
maintenance men. 
 
The North Eastern Ensign 7th August 1925: 
Soldier Settlement. (abridged). 
COMMISSION SITS AT BENALLA. ONLY TWO 
SETTLERS ATTENDED. 
The Royal Commission on soldier settlement sat in 
the Municipal Chambers at Benalla yesterday. 
The commission consisted of Messrs A. Turnbull; 
(chairman), E. A. Curry (secretary), D. Park, J. 
Rankin and Mc Galliard. Out of a total of 115 
soldier settlers, only two attended to give 
evidence. This fact speaks well for the general 
satisfaction which must exist throughout this 
part of the State. James Henry Gray gave 
evidence that he had 118 acres in the 
Tatong parish, about 8 miles from Benalla, on the 
Kilfeera road. He took possession about 31 years 
ago, and was a farmer in the district 8 years before 
he went to the war. He chose the land himself, 
which was principally used for dairying. At present 
he was milking 12 cows, and could accommodate 
up to 17. He grew feed for his stock, maize, etc., 
and also produced potatoes. There was a drought 
the first year he was on the land and he lost 
heavily. Last year the season was good, but the 
price of butter was very unsatisfactory. The capital 
value of the land was £8/15/ per acre. He agitated 
for a better entrance to his block, and also to be 
given another paddock so as to enable him to 
keep a few sheep. This could, also act as a 
standing paddock for his cows. 
Mr Turnbull- “Did you ever see the local inspector  
(Mr Mummery)”--Yes. 
Chief-Inspector Stewart – We cannot go into the 
matter of more lend.  You will have to make an 
application to the Board. Mr Gray further stated 
that the land had returned a decent living, and he 
had paid a considerable sum of money in 
improvements. When he took over the land it was 
in a very rough state, but now practically the whole 
block would grow anything. There were only a few 
acres in the middle which had not been improved. 
Chief Inspector Stewart; - This case has been 
under review for a long, time, and Mr Gray has a 
very good record with the board. 

The Chairman stated that regarding the road, Mr. 
Gray would have to apply to the Council to have it 
opened. 
 
Benalla Standard 7th August 1925; 
Monday, Sept 7. — Clearing sale on a/c Mr. L. R. 
J. Wallace, Tatong. 
 
The North Eastern Ensign 7th August 1925; 
CHEAP EXCURSIONS TATONG LINE.-Friday, 
21st August.-To. Melbourne from Tatong and 
stations to Karn. Tickets issued up to time of 
train departure.-From Melbourne to those stations. 
Booking closes noon, 20th: August. Particulars at 
stations. 
 
Benalla Standard 18th August 1925; 
Tatong. On Friday evening the Tatong Rifle Club 
held a meeting to receive the report and 
correspondence from the Military authorities. Mr. 
A. Harrison took the chair, and Mr. J. Haig acted 
as hon. secretary. After the correspondence was 
dealt with, the Rifle Club was formed, with Messrs 
Spencer captain. J. Haig hon, secretary, D. IT. 
Coghill treasurer, and A. Harrison. T. Larkin, M. 
Maker, sen., and M. Maker, jun., as committee. It 
was decided to meet on Saturday afternoon to 
inspect the range and mark out the sites. The 
secretary was also instructed to ascertain the 
cost of the sawn timber required. It is their 
Intention to make an early start with the earthwork 
and clearing. 
On Wednesday evening a public meeting was held 
In the Tatong Public Hall to consider the 
advisability of forming a racing club. Mr. J. 
Gardiner occupied the chair, and Mr. G. Sullivan 
acted as Secretary. The Chairman stated that he 
had interviewed Mr. Ginnivan with regard to 
using his paddock for a racecourse, and he had 
kindly consented to allow the use of his land for 
the day on which the meeting would take place. 
A suggestion was made that a site might be found 
near the proposed rifle range site, in Messrs 
Hughan & Son's property. It was decided that 
Messrs Gardiner, Sullivan and M. Maher interview 
Messrs Hughan and see if a suitable site could be 
obtained there, the feeling being that Mr. 
Ginnivan's site was too far away from the 
township. 
On Wednesday evening a meeting was held in 
the Tatong Hall for the purpose of arranging an 
evening's entertainment in aid of the Wangaratta 
Hospital. Mr. D. H. Coghill was appointed 
chairman. He explained the object of the meeting, 
and stated that Mr. John Spencer, the convener of 
the meeting, was unavoidably absent. It was 
decided to hold a euchre party and dance on the 
28th August, charging gentlemen 4/-, and ladles 
who played euchre 1/-.  
 
Compiled by Barry O’Connor. Tatong Heritage 
Group. 
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Recipes by Sue 
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SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,    
Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling 

or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional Ser-

vice 

Call Darren 0438850918  

GRETA SOUTH 
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I’ve long been a fan of former food critic, chef Mathew Evans; way back to when he was writing the 
weekend food column for the Sydney Morning Herald and AGE Weekend magazine and long before 
his move to the Huon Valley, Tasmania where he hosted the popular TV series Gourmet Farmer and 
created the Fat Pig Farm.  He has written and I own a few of his cook books but I hadn’t seen or heard 
of “Not just Jam” – “a collection of modern recipes for old fashioned preserving”.   I cannot remember 
where I spied it, but a request to our wonderful library in Benalla had a copy with me just days later. 
 
Preserving the harvest has been a passion of mine for many a year and I have owned and given away 
mountains of books on the subject as I have downsized or moved house.  But I never tire reading new 
books on the subject and I have to say if I was to have just one preserving cookbook, this is the one I’d 
cling to.  It’s not the largest, nor the most comprehensive but what I love about this book is that it gives 
the reader the rules and guidelines to be able to build your own recipes from the solid foundations. 
 
Reading the book also made me want to brighten and warm up these cold and frosty days by making 
raspberry jam, using frozen raspberries – so much cheaper than fresh – and because I usually macer-
ate my berry fruits when making jam it doesn’t really matter if they are not in season.  Basic amounts, 
1kg frozen raspberries to 800g sugar.  Another recipe in the book is apricot jam, using dried apricots.  
They are way more flavourful, especially the south Australian ones, than fresh and don’t turn mushy 
when boiled, which is an essential part of jam making.  I went back to our South Coast Providores reci-
pes and it is pretty much the same except we cut our fruit, used less water and added a dash of Ama-
retto liqueur at the end to give an almond hint.  Our apricot jam recipe was – soak 500g good quality 
dried apricots cut into 1cm pieces in 1litre water overnight to soften the fruit. The next day bring mix to 
the boil.  Add 1kg sugar and slowly bring back to the boil.  Add the juice of 2 lemons and stir constantly 
until setting point – 105 degrees on a jam thermometer.  Add a dash of Amaretto and pot into sterilised 
jars.  It is important to stir and watch this jam as the apricots will stick to the bottom of the pan if not! 
Tongue in cheek there is also a recipe for dried mushrooms at the end of the book !! 
 
So what’s in season in August ??   
Citrus is becoming plentiful, thank goodness, I baulk at paying $1 plus for a lemon when there is such a 
glut on the way.  Oranges are so juicy at present and great for juicing, marmalade making or just eat-
ing.  I love to segment them (no rind or pith just little half moons of sunshine!) and macerate in a little 
Cointreau or Grand Marnier and serve over ice cream.  There are plenty of good value pears around 
and I love these peeled and poached in either white or red wine, or try a Moscato, especially the Rose.  
Wine poached pears are lovely with a chocolate sponge pudding or simply with a proper homemade 
egg custard with a large pinch of cinnamon.  A simple gluten free orange cake that I have written about 
before also makes a good winter dessert. Boil 2 oranges (about 500g) in plenty of water for 1 hour. 
Cool completely.  Wizz oranges in a food processor add 250g ground almonds, 250g caster sugar and 
6 beaten eggs, mix well, add a teaspoon of baking powder and mix again. Pour into a greased and 
lined cake tin or individual paper cases and bake at 180 degrees for approx 30-40 mins until a skewer 
inserted into the middle comes out clean.  This recipe freezes brilliantly and keeps well in the fridge.  
Vegetables in season, well mainly root veg and broccoli along with sprouts and silver beet.  My go to on 
a cold night is a medley of roasted vegetables – leeks, pumpkin, potatoes, carrots, celery, baby sprouts 
or whatever I have in the fridge. Roasted until cooked and then topped with a cheese sauce (same as 
you would make for cauliflower cheese) and popped under the grill until burnished.  I love this on its 
own but goes well with any roast or fried meats or fish.   Leftovers ? – pop veg and cheese sauce in a 
blender with chicken or vegetable stock, heat and you have a comforting cream of vegetable soup, 
serve with pesto spread on sliced baguette or sour dough and voila ! 
 Instant dinner. 
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August 2020  
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GENUINE CUSTOMER COMPLAINTS FROM TOURISTS (for real):                                                 From the Internet 
Vacationers are a strange bunch. You get some nice ones, and you get some real crazies. And the following tourists who com-
plained to "Thomas Cook Vacation Tours" are sadly (for them), the latter. The complaints range from the sublime to the ridiculous 
and are so ludicrous. In fact, most of them make you sigh and wonder what has gone wrong with the world. Enjoy... 
1. “They should not allow topless sunbathing on the beach. It was very distracting for my husband who just wanted to relax.” 
2. “On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find that almost every restaurant served curry. I don’t like spicy food.” 
3. “We went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with the taxi drivers as they were all Spanish.” 
4. “We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told us we had to bring our own swimsuits and towels. We assumed it 
would be included in the price.” 
5. “The beach was too sandy. We had to clean everything when we returned to our room.” 
6. “We found the sand was not like the sand in the brochure. Your brochure shows the sand as white but it was more yellow.” 
7. “It’s lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto Vallartato close in the afternoons. I often needed to buy things during ‘siesta’ time 
— this should be banned.” 
8. “No one told us there would be fish in the water. The children were scared.” 
9. “Although the brochure said that there was a fully equipped kitchen, there was no egg-slicer in the drawers.” 
10. “I think it should be explained in the brochure that the local convenience store does not sell proper biscuits like custard creams 
or ginger nuts.” 
11. “The roads were uneven and bumpy, so we could not read the local guide book during the bus ride to the resort. Because of 
this, we were unaware of many things that would have made our holiday more fun.” 
12. “It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England. It took the Americans only three hours to get home. This seems 
unfair.” 
13. “I compared the size of our one-bedroom suite to our friends’ three-bedroom and ours was significantly smaller.” 
14. “The brochure stated: ‘No hairdressers at the resort.’ We’re trainee hairdressers and we think they knew and made us wait 
longer for service.” 
15. “When we were in Spain, there were too many Spanish people there. The receptionist spoke Spanish, the food was Spanish. 
No one told us that there would be so many foreigners.” 
16. “We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there was no air-conditioning.” 
17. “It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we travel.” 
18. “I was bitten by a mosquito. The brochure did not mention mosquitoes.” 
19. “My fiancée and I requested twin-beds when we booked, but instead we were placed in a room with a king bed. We now hold 
you responsible and want to be re-reimbursed for the fact that I became pregnant. This would not have happened if you had put us 
in the room that we booked.” 
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Come and Try 

Archery  

1st & 3rd Saturday 10am – 

12noon 

$15pp *Bookings Essential 

Golden Vale Reserve - 113 

Golden Vale Road Benalla 

https://www.facebook.com/comeandtry 

northeasternarchers@gmail.com 

Fully Qualified Coaches 

All Equipment Supplied 
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N&M Contracting provides a range 
of farm services and fencing  

solutions.   
Servicing Benalla and surrounds 

Farm  
Farm maintenance 

& contracting 
 

Short or long term 
farm care-taking 

service 

Fencing 
Rural fencing 
Post driving 

Custom projects  
 

Stock yard repairs 
& modifications 

For enquiries contact Nathan 

Ph: 0417 786 044 
Email: nburgess616@gmail.com 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050. 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207. 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 111.9 232.2 139.2 25 1217 

2023 25 18.7 61.1 62.8 59.2 197.6 51.1 67.2 25.2 120.8 57.1 98.2 846 

2024 156.4 17.6 14.7 26.9 73.8 53.1 76.7 47 42.2 46.4 167.7 48 770.5 

2025 22.5 13.5 66.5 8.9 20.9 81.8       224.1 

 Come along, bring your lunch and  some goodies to share, do some craft or just 
have a chat. Hope to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall.  Patricia 57672287 

                       Next Girl’s Shed. 15th August 9am—5pm  

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
We have had a goodly 46.1mm of rain up until the 15

th
 of July and for June the grand total was 81.8mm. 

The weather seems to come in batches this year. Firstly we had relentless heat, then sunny mornings but with lots of 
frosts and for the last two weeks of more the sun has been hidden much of the time. 
Mike Larkin                                        
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 100076311  a/c name: Tatong 
Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

Is it an ad? Publicity for an event with an entry fee is 

classed as advertising and charged accordingly.  Local 

community events may be excepted. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November. Non-digitised items which need 
scanning or typing, by the 15th.  
 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler! 
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 


