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What’s Happening at Molly Rose?  
  
Still really enjoying the cooler summer temperatures and lack of bushfires, and I’ve decided to stop hatching babies, for 
now.  
 
So, I made a bit of a miscalculation with a couple of Mus-
covy eggs and had one duckling hatch about two weeks 
sooner than everyone else, so I’ve been hand-raising a little 
cutie named Nibbler, who, just like their name, nibbles on 
everything. They have companions now, who they weren’t 
too thrilled about for the first few days. Nibbler and I are still 
spending time together, but when we do, I have a double 
thick towel on my lap. It’s amazing how many times they 
poop and Muscovy ducks are known for their ability to pro-
jectile poop!  
 
When Nibbler and companions are big enough, I’m going to 
pen them with Wonky, because although Wonky is doing 
much better, he is almost completely blind and I think it 
would be good if he had a friend. At this stage I don’t know 
if Nibbler is male or female – I’m guessing male, but hoping 
I’m wrong.  
 
I don’t need any more Muscovy drakes (I already have three handsome boys and I will also be keeping the laced male 
from this year’s breeding project), but the other three (that I know of) will either be moving on or becoming dinner.  
 
However, if Nibbler is a drake he won’t be dinner – I’m not allowed to process the ones we hand-raise – so I’m introduc-
ing him to Wonky in the hopes that they’ll become friends and Nibbler can become Wonky’s companion animal. 
 
We’re preparing the goslings for processing, but first we need to pen them and get them used to us handling them so 
they’re not completely panicking every time you look in their direction. If we do this again, we’ll be ensuring the goslings 
are handled lots so that when it comes to selling or processing it is not too much of a stressful experience for them. 
 
Also got most of the roosters we’re processing or selling in 
one pen, except for lavender Araucana who’s so pretty that 
all the grown up roosters were trying to mate him and killer 
is in a pen by himself. He attacked and killed Big Red, but 
when he was put in the not-keep rooster pen Zoom beat 
him up. Karma. I’ll also have a few Welsh Harlequin drakes 
that will need to go, happily I hatched out a few girls, so 
Harley is no longer the only female Welsh Harlequin. 
 
The sheep, well their story is for another month, because I 
only realised it was the 20

th
 at 11:30pm on the day! 

 
Write you again next month!  
 
Carla 
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TATONG FIRE SHED MURAL UPDATE 
The most asked question I get is: “Is it finished yet.” I am 
now at the 99.999999 % finished, but even that is just a 
guess and I say that because the overall scene will appear 
to be complete to most eyes other than mine.  
This leads to the next step which is when will it officially be 
declared finished and where and when is the opening 
event? We had thought that it may be in March but there 
were some devils in the detail so we must wait for other 
related matters to be completed. For instance it will be a 
suitable occasion for brigade awards as well as an infor-
mation plaque (not plague) for the mural and the renewal 
of the fencing beside the shed wall. This all means that 
the opening will not occur in March but we will notify via 
the Tattler when all is ready and a date set. 
For anyone interested in getting a photo of the whole wall 
it would pay to have a zoom lens and photograph it from 
beside the Benalla road. Otherwise you can sneak into 
Pete Smith’s paddock, remembering to shut the gate, and 
frame it to suit your camera. The best time of day is the 
morning at around 10am at the moment because various 
shadows happen, one at the east end early and at the 
west end later in the morning. The ripples in the shed 
cladding are in direct sun around 10am so that there is no 
dark shadow down the side of every ripple. The shadows 
all change as the seasonal arc of the sun change so you 
just have to keep watching it. In the afternoon when the 
sun is behind the fire shed wall it is not conducive to a 
good photo without a zoom or camera which can cope 
with the stark contrast between the bright sky and the dark 
wall. 
Mike Larkin                                         
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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SHEPHERDS     
CONTRACTING 

Hay Baling- Net Wrap Rolls, 

Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General 

Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 
Pasture Sowing-Direct 
Drilling or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional 

Service 

Call Darren 

0438850918 GRETA 

SOUTH 

                 
 

Tatong Heritage Group Inc. 

 

The next  
GENERAL MEETING 

 

will be held on 

 

Monday March 22
nd

 2021 

at 4.00pm 

 

Tatong Memorial Hall 

 

A warm welcome extended to all  

interested persons. 

 

Contact: Secretary -  57672324 
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This is a photo of a tower near the Charles 
Bridge in Prague. 

   It has a strange sticky-out bit on one side. 

   Any thoughts on what it might be? 

   My photo doesn’t show it clearly, but there 
is a hole on its underside. That might tell 
you what it is. 

   If you said it’s a loo, go to the top of the 
class 

   It seems that, back in the day, one ‘went’ 
and the result fell to the footpath below. 

   Local lore has it that a poor soul, tired of this world, jumped from 
the tower to end it all. Unfortunately for him, the accumulation of    
excrement was such that it broke his fall and he survived. 

John Knapper. 

Can you guess what this protuberance is? 
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Cycle Dindi 2021  
Cycle Dindi is on again along the scenic Great Victorian 

Rail Trail, through the Shires of Murrindindi and Mansfield 

on Saturday 17th April – the last weekend of the school 

holidays. Organised by the Rotary Clubs of Yea and Alex-

andra, with assistance from Friends of the GVRT, the ride 

is a fully supported family friendly event for adults (seniors 

discount available) and children. A variety of distances 

(long or short). Starting places (Yea, Alexandra or Bonnie 

Doon) and starting times (8am – 11am) are available. 

Lunch is beside the Goulburn River at Cremona and the 

historic John Monash designed bridge and is a beautiful 

location to relax, enjoy some food, coffee (by mobile Café 

Amore) and be entertained by a local musician. The shear-

ing shed at Nutfield, continues to be a popular 

place to stop for home- made Devonshire tea and 

watch working dogs demonstrate their amazing 

sheep yarding skills and is included in the entry 

cost. CycleDindi21 is a major fundraiser to sup-

port Rotary youth projects, such as Rotary Youth 

Leadership courses, Youth Exchange and School 

Bursaries. Entry forms available at Rotary web-

sites www.yearotary.org.au or 

www.rotaryalexandra.org.au and follow CycleDin-

di21 updates on Facebook. Queries to cycledin-

di21@gmail.com and bookings via direct deposit 

or through Trybooking at https://www.trybooking.com/BNWEF. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BNWEF?fbclid=IwAR0I0hKURzFDEsnZqfOgYWPMPUZCDWTi6LIadLO-SWu-PJLDUKE3HWTTPRQ
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PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 

KANGAROO BY PERMIT 

RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING 

North East BUNNY BUSTERS 

e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com 

Ph. Ted 0421363967 

AGRICULTURAL BLASTING 

RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS 

COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES 

STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED 

WORKSAFE LICENCED 

 

ANOTHER THANK YOU, FOR THE STREET LIBRARY 
The library beside the Tavern is sporting a new cabinet to 
hold the books and it is most impressive. 
This upgrade was completed by Terry and Sue O’Brien 
from Tolmie Rd, beside the telephone exchange. Sue said 
the upgrade was needed due to the library’s popularity. 
This is a great community gesture which is much appreci-
ated. 
I have not been a big reader in my dotage because I 
probably used up all my reading enthusiasm when young. 
As we lived 3 miles out of Yallourn I would, for instance, 
get 5 Westerns at a time, read them in a week and get 
another 5 for the next week. One day I just got tired of 
them and went onto biography and other non-fiction. I did 
really like the author Neville Shute and there is a book of 
his in this Tatong library. 

AND AN ADDENDUM 
I still occasionally read books and biography is still the 
favourite. I just completed the bio of Aussie Dr Claire 
Weekes, borrowed from the Benalla Library. She was the 
originator of revolutionary treatments for what she called 
“Nervous Illness.” Her book “Self Help for Your Nerves” is 
a classic and I for one had my life changed because of it. 
In this era of awareness raising about mental illness I 
have no hesitation in promoting this small miracle of a 
book to anyone who suffers from such things as panic 
attacks, agoraphobia or any similar fear based problems. 
Such nervous problems can be excruciating and are made 
so much worse by feelings of embarrassment, helpless-
ness and shame. The truly brilliant aspect of this small 
book is that it is SELF HELP and that means that it is 
within your own power to heal yourself as, probably by 
now, millions of people have done, and worldwide. (This is 
to say that such self-help can be successful for the less 
severe forms of mental ill health.) 
I know for certain that it is possible to understand, learn 
and gradually become liberated from what is fundamen-
tally the ‘fear of fear’. Weekes herself needed great inner 
conviction in order to be heard amongst the tide of prevail-
ing psychiatric conventions and in the long run her work 
has prevailed and is deeply appreciated by the vast num-
bers of recovered sufferers. She persevered in part be-
cause she herself suffered two years of nervous illness, 
from which she recovered due in part to timely help, study 
and determination. 
 I would like to encourage anyone interested in nervous 
illness by repeating the outlook Weekes had about the 
nervous sufferer. She found that it is ‘the good ones’ who 
mostly suffer because of characteristics such as their sen-
sitivity, conscientiousness and honesty etc. While a com-
mon perception of nervous suffering indicates failure and 
weakness many such people go on to great success and 
happiness in part because of the depth of courage and 
perseverance they have needed in overcoming their 
‘demons.’ 
NOTE: I am not a professional and this is not medical 
advice. It is plain-speak from one mental health suf-
ferer to any others. I am not intending to diminish the 
work of any medical professionals because before I 
knew about Weeke’s book I was greatly assisted by a 
psychiatrist after experiencing a severe and terrifying 
panic attack.  
Mike Larkin                                          
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An empty promise. 

 

Seen in Bunnings recently. 
I was ready to buy all they had until I re-
alised things were not quite as they first 
appeared. 
Note also that it is cheaper to buy two 
half barrels than one full one. 
John Knapper. 

 Newspaper cuttings 
of district news held 

by the Tatong Heri-
tage Group, donated 

by Chick Walker 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207.2 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6            76.6 

The Molyullah fish'n'chip nights 
have re-commenced. 
It is held the second Friday each 
month and runs from 5.30pm  at 
the Molyullah Hall 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
The total rainfall for January ’21 was an excellent 76.6mm and the rain up until the 15

th
 of February was also excellent at 

46.3mm. 
Apart from a couple of brief heatwaves this summer has suited me very nicely with its mild temperatures and coolish 
nights. The fire danger rating has rarely been above high and with only one Total Fire Ban day so far and summer is 
almost ended. 
Mike Larkin                                    

THANK YOU FROM THE TATTLER TEAM 
On behalf of the Tattler thanks to all the deliverers who 
took the trouble to fill in the address and name details of 
the homes to which they deliver the newsletter. This exer-
cise was initiated by Janette Knapper and it will help if and 
when a substitute deliverer is needed at some time. 
The Tattler is delivered over most of the area south east of 
Benalla except Lurg and in the west the Swanpool, Lima 
areas. We have 16 different areas of delivery with the 
number delivered in each zone ranging from 8 up to 40. 
The trend with small town newsletters is to become digital-
only due to the amount of work involved with printing pa-
per copies and delivering them. It remains to be seen how 
long the Tattler retains the present format but the team is 
still happy to keep it that way for the foreseeable future.  
Mike Larkin                     

World day of prayer 2021 
Host country Vanuatu 
Theme ‘Build on a strong foundation’ 
When Friday 5

th
 March 

Where Swanpool theatre supper room 
Time 10am. 
Guest speaker Loretta Lilford 
co founder of Smiling Hearts 
a not for profit organization 
providing accommodation, education 
and vocational training for children and youth in Uganda 
with special needs. 

                     Warning! Warning! 
The Table Tennis season is fast approaching; and 
rain, hail or COVID-19, come May, those little 
white balls will be bouncing on the tables of our 
local halls. 
Are you ready to renew old friendships or create 
new ones? Are you keen for some fun and exer-
cise? Would you like to be challenged? Join us for 
practise nights in either the Tatong Hall or the at 
the Swanpool Rec Reserve, in April. You will be 
advised of the dates in the next Tattler.  
New, young and not so young players are wel-
come. Teams can be made up of two or three 
players. Come as a family or come by yourself. 
Ladies, let hubby look after the children and have 
a night out. Gents leave the comfort of the couch 
and join us.  
Matches have previously been held on Wednes-
day nights but be aware they may be on Thurs-
days this year. This will be decided at the Annual 
meeting, which you are most welcome to attend. 
The date for this will also be in the next Tattler. 
Play starts at 7.30 with most matches finishing by 
9.30. Then we share some supper.  
Do come along in April and support one of the few 
remaining sports still being played in our local 
area. We are a friendly, inclusive group. We sup-
port each other and are more than happy to sup-
port new players. 
Any queries or early entries please feel free to 
give me, Rob, a call on 0457 672 248. If I don’t 
answer leave a message with your name and a 
suitable time to return your call. 
Yours in Table Tennis, 
Rob Erskine 
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 0409167908 or email 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the 
month.  
Submit via e-mail to                                            
tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan,                                    

PO Box 2038 Benalla West 3672. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft 
Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; 
or in file formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out 
by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work 
in MS Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need 
to adjust your layout.) If laid out in a Word 
document, the text & photos will need to be 
copied into Publisher; however the Editor will 
have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to 
extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler 
committee. 


