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From Benalla Ensign April 1984                                                                               Photo of students taken 1987                
TATONG SCHOOL LIBRARY OPENED APRIL 1984                       
 
 
Through sheer determination and a hard working community, the Tatong Primary School now has an officially-
opened library. 
 
The smart new library was built at a cost of about $9,000 by the community.  Various money raising functions 
which included hay carting, the selling of pine trees from the school plantations and generous donations from 
Benalla business houses and local families made the venture possible. 
Friday afternoon's opening ceremony was an occasion for most of the Tatong community as many parents had 
children at the school and had attended the school themselves when they were young. 
 
The Tatong Primary School Mother's Club donated a book “Australian Mammals” to commemorate the open-
ing.  Head teacher Mr Gary Campbell and President of the School Council, Mr Evan Lewis officially opened the 
library with the cutting of the ribbon binding the book.  Those attending all signed the book to mark the occa-
sion. 
 
The furniture for the library is still to come and has been donated by the government.  Now that the people of 
Tatong have provided the school with a library it is up to the government to maintain it. 
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ANNUAL DONATION ENVELOPES 
An envelope is pasted within this edition allowing you to make a donation towards the production of 

this newsletter. Our suggested donation is $1 per copy and for the whole year that totals $11. Enve-

lopes can be dropped into the secure Tattler bin beside the noticeboard in the Tatong Township, 

posted to the secretary whose address is on the envelope or given to any member of the commit-

tee. It could also be banked to the Tattler account in the GMCU  in Bridge St Benalla, next door to 

the Rustik café. (EFT BSB 803078  A/C 135720) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         Donation Envelope 

Congratulations are in order to Angus and Bec Macdougall on the safe arrival of  their little treasure 
Emme Skye Macdougall on May 21st. Angus and Bec report being a little sleep deprived but abso-
lutely smitten and enjoying the new born bubble. A lovely addition to Dunmore – and to the Molyul-
lah community.  
Janette Knapper 
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CFA FIRESHED MURAL 
Plans are under way to paint a mural on the side of 
the fire shed facing the Tavern. It is still in the initial 
stages of submitting a prospective outline to CFA 
authorities for approval. The proposed mural will be 
a bush scene featuring local firefighter and an iconic 
Australiana painting. Some of the impetus for this 
mural is that it be a tribute, after the stress of last 
summer’s fires, to the volunteers who give so much 
in protecting homes and our environment from fires. 
 I am the artist convenor and it also seems like a 
good idea to get onto the Silo Art Trail like the many 
hamlets north of Benalla who are benefitting from 
increased town pride and higher tourism numbers. 
For the purposes of The Art Trail our fire shed is a 
silo, the same as the already completed silo (water 
tank) art work in the side carpark of the Tavern. 
This CFA mural work will be a community project 
with little or no cost to be incurred because my work 
is a donation and I have plenty of the basic paint 
needed as well as equipment, plus probably some 
bright colours still to come via donation or discounted 
price. Also scaffolding will be donated for the job. 
 As a community project it would be good to have 
some volunteers as well as any ‘Firies’ who can be 
coaxed into wielding a brush or roller. It will involve 
painting simple areas as directed, but as much as 
possible in your own way. This will be like the mural 
at the rec reserve in which a few sportspeople and 
locals did most of the application of paint while I 
drew, mixed paint and bossed everyone. 
As with most largish projects it will take its own good 
time to get under way but it would be good to get any 
expressions of interest early so that we can swing 
into it when the time is right. 
Contact me at 0428273613 or on email mike-
larkin.md@gmail.com 
Mike Larkin                                             

Pop Up Libraries 
Sue O’Brien 
 

During COVID19 two street libraries have popped up 
in Tatong. One on the corner of Tatong Tolmie Rd & 
Daly Lane which has a lot of dvd's and some books, 
and another one under the notice board beside the 
Tatong Tavern that has books, magazines, a few 
dvd's and the latest issue of the Tattler. Although our 
library has reopened you might still like to take a 
book or dvd, or you may even have some to add to 
what's there. 

‘I tested very positively in another sense. So this morning I 

tested positively toward negative, right. So no, I tested 

perfectly this morning. Meaning I tested negative. But 

that's a way of saying it. Positively toward the negative.’ 

     – Donald Trump, when asked whether he had had a 

coronavirus test 

An unexpected outcome of the coronavirus is that around 

the world wildlife is taking advantage of empty towns and 

visiting the deserted streets. One such example is in Llan-

dudno, a resort town on the Irish Sea in northern Wales. 

During the past week spotted strolling around the town 

centre was a herd of Kashmir (Cashmere) Goats, which 

have been enjoying themselves dining on the town's tasty 

hedgerows. 

How the goats became established there is a tale in itself. 

In 1837, the Shah of Persia gifted two such animals to 

Queen Victoria to mark her forthcoming coronation. They 

joined other Kashmir goats already on Llandudno's nearby 

headland of Great Orme, and the soft Cashmere wool be-

came very popular, making excellent shawls. 

A few years ago, one Kashmir goat, called Billy, of the 

same bloodline as the Llandudno herd but born in a zoo, 

became quite a celebrity in Britain. As part of tradition, 

Billy joined the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in 2001, not as a 

mascot but as a lance corporal, marching at the head of the 

battalion on all ceremonial occasions. His handler held the 

cherished title of Goat Major. 

Billy, now named William Windsor 1, performed admira-

bly until he let himself down at a royal parade in Limas-

sol, Cyprus in 2006 when he stepped out of line and tried 

to head-butt a drummer. William was charged with 

"unacceptable behaviour" and "lacking decorum" and de-

moted to fusilier. (I am not making this up). After protests 

from animal lovers, three months later William was rein-

stated to lance corporal, his commanding officer explain-

ing that the goat had "time to reflect on his behaviour''. 

The goat retired in 2009 and has been replaced by William 

Windsor II, who has so far refrained from any head-

butting. 

                                           Roger Crutchley-Bangkok Post   

Falling Cow Sign.  

Used in unfenced mountainous pastures in Spain. 

mailto:mikelarkin.md@gmail.com
mailto:mikelarkin.md@gmail.com
https://blend.spectator.co.uk/t/j-l-qtkjiz-tkhrlrlryh-c/
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HEARTACHE FOR PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS 
Grandson Amani, aged 9, is in and out of the RCH being 
treated for osteosarcoma in his right leg tibia. This is far 
from being a minor ailment, and the treatment is gruelling 
with sessions of chemotherapy currently underway and op-
erations to be done eventually for tumour removal and bone 
replacement. He will be in a wheelchair or hospital bed for 
many months. 
For the family it is a matter of doing whatever we can, 
which includes prayer for some, because it is fundamentally 
out of our hands. (If you are happy to do so please include 
Amani in your prayers) Parents are usually able to fix things 
for their children but when they cannot their own inner re-
sources are tested to the hilt. While people outside of the 
family are sympathetic and caring, ultimately we have to 
deal with such tests in the best way that only we can man-
age. 
 Due to the pandemic restrictions only his mum, Anita, and 
grandmother, Lynda, are allowed to visit and/or stay with 
him while in the hospital. At this stage he is able to leave 
the RCH between chemo rounds. Even if others could visit 
it would not be easy or much fun due mainly to the awk-
wardness and helplessness of such a situation. What can 
you say or do when you have no solution except to trust in 
the hospital treatments and “God’s mercy.” No amount of 
money will help because he is getting the best treatment 
our doctors can give.  
Fortunately we cannot predict the future and so we remain 
hopeful for the best outcome. 
Mike Larkin          
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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Autumn 2020 – the best for many years. 

   Have we just had the best Autumn for many years?  

   For us, here on Sam’s Creek, Molyullah, the answer is an 

emphatic “yes”. 

   A good indicator of the season here is when, and if, the creek 

starts to flow. I remember Janette’s uncle, Lex Devitt, saying “the 

creek always flows by the end of May”.  

   That ‘rule’ certainly doesn’t apply nowadays. In fact, in our time 

here, we have experienced 

several years with no flow at 

all. We have our own rainfall 

records going back to 1991. This Autumn, we have received 

455mm of rain, far exceeding 1993 (279mm) and 2016 (250mm), 

both very wet years. 

   In both 2017 and 2018, the creek didn’t flow at all here, and in 

2019 there was a mere trickle for only a few weeks. What a 

delight to see water flowing in early April this year! Molly, our dog, 

was just as pleased also. 

   As of the Tattler deadline, 20th June, we have received 587mm 

so far this year, nearly as much as the total rainfall for each of the 

last two years. 

   Of course, there is a 

downside to the rain if we get 

too much at once as happened 

at the end of April. I was driving 

Janette home from Wangaratta 

after her first cataract surgery. 

It had been quite dry in Wang, 

but the closer to home, the wetter it became.  

   There was water across 

roads and bitumen lifted off 

Kilfeera Road and deposited at the side of the road. 

   June heralded Winter, and right on cue, we had some frosty 

mornings. The good thing about frosty mornings are the beautiful 

bright sunny days that follow. 

   You never know, if we continue to have a good year, we might 

see some snow here again – it’s been quite a few years since 

we’ve had a fall here. 

   John Knapper 
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What’s Happening at Molly Rose?  

This month my focus is on autumn leaves as we have quite a lot of them laying around. What  do you do with autumn 
leaves?  

Autumn’s come a bit late this year – there’s still an apple tree that has most of its leaves! Which means, in the middle of 
winter, I’m still raking up leaves.  

Considering my lack of fitness due to six-eight weeks of health issues and injuries raking up leaves and wheelbarrowing 
them to various places around the property has actually been a good way to work on improving my fitness levels.  

Over the weeks I’ve worked up my fitness level to being able to rake up six wheelbarrows of leaves in one session. I can 
only do two wheelbarrows of dirt though. Yesterday I overdid it and badly wiped myself out by doing five wheelbarrows 
of mulch, 1 wheelbarrow of dirt and two wheelbarrows of leaves! This morning I did one wheelbarrow of mulch and that 
was it! Although I’ve also been able to do wheelbarrows of leaves this afternoon. 

Currently this is how I’m using our autumn leaves –   

Chook Pens – all the permanent pens get autumn leaves dumped in them as part of our deep litter system. The poultry 
love scratching through them – piles of leaves are like unexplored treasure. I had three roosters watching me rake up 
the leaves and as soon as I’d filled the wheelbarrow and left the area those three were on the pile and scratching excit-
edly. 

This year the pen I rotate around the property (which hasn’t been moving due to illness and injury) is also getting them. 
Once I am fit enough to be moving them every few days, I will restore this area by broad-forking, seeding, mulching and 
covering with fruit tree netting. Very much looking forward to going back to the rotational grazing – the fertiliser on the 
veranda is unpleasant, especially when you stand in it in your socks! If all goes according to plan I reckon I’ll be fit 
enough to be moving the run before the next Tattler. 

Fruit/nut trees – I am raking piles of leaves up around the bases of the fruit trees and also dumping 2-3 wheelbarrows 
of dirt on top of them. Theory being that this will help the leaves decompose over the roots of the tree so that in spring 
they will have extra nutrients to absorb. In the northern hemisphere where it snows, this is effectively what happens but 
as it rarely snows here in Molyullah I need to try something different. 

Hugelkultur – I’ve used this concept (sticks and logs) for one 
of the garden beds by the permanent pens and built another 
one over a stump. Over the sticks I’ve dumped multiple 
wheelbarrows of leaves and straw. The rain has well-watered 
them. It took three wheelbarrows of dirt to cover the one built 
over the stump. Now to repeat the process. After more 
leaves, mulch and dirt, the hugelkultur bed over the stump 
should be ready to plant out in spring.  

The bed by the permanent pen required around eight wheel-
barrows of leaves so will need about the same amount of 
wheelbarrows of dirt! And then I will need to repeat the proc-
ess! If all goes according to plan, I’m hoping to build another 
hugelkultur bed over another stump, a second in another gar-
den bed at the permanent pens and to build one more in one 
of our big metal beds to do as a comparison with the wicking 
bed we’re also building.  

Compost – Recently I was chatting with a guy who was tell-
ing me that when they first moved into their place the previous owners had raked up a massive pile of leaves (London 
Plane). He said it took him about a year before he got round to doing anything with the leaves and by that time, he 
mostly had a great big pile of compost. He is considering getting some of those sheep panels and building and filling that 
with leaves and letting it sit for 12-18 months. If I have any leaves left over they will definitely go into the compost, but 
I’m suspecting there won’t be any. Perhaps next year I’ll be open to donations of autumn leaves. 

A quick update about Ziggy Stardust – in the last week he has started going into the main pen with the main flock with-
out us needing to take him down there separately! I’ve put up a couple of videos on our Molly Rose Heritage Harvest 
Facebook page of letting the flock out to free range and putting them back in at night. https://www.facebook.com/
MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/ and what I’ve written for this month’s Tattler about autumn leaves is also a post on our 
page.  

On a different note entirely – we’ve tried tennis a couple of times at the Molyullah courts. I can walk a little bit to hit a 
ball, but have to be careful. By the end of each session my ankle was tired and sore. Is there anybody in the area willing 
to give a few tennis lessons? Kids just want to be good enough to hit the ball back and forth a few times and have fun. 

Write you again next month!  

Carla 

https://www.facebook.com/MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/
https://www.facebook.com/MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/


Tatong Tattler, July 2020 

Page 10  

 

Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 

KANGAROO BY PERMIT 

RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING 

North East BUNNY BUSTERS 

e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com 

Ph. Ted 0421363967 

AGRICULTURAL BLASTING 

RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS 

COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES 

STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED 

WORKSAFE LICENCED 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207.2 53        457.8 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Still getting regular rainfall with a good 53mm for the month of May and 42mm up until the 15

th
 of June. A little bit too 

many morning frosts in early June for me but usually fine days to follow which is most pleasant. One thing Tatong’s 
township rarely gets, except for just lately, is fog but it does not last too long. I just hate it when fog lingers and you 
know that just above it the sun is shining. 
Mike Larkin                             

TATONG HALL TO CELEBRATE 50 YEARS 
 
The Tatong Hall committee will celebrate this great 
occasion on Sunday 30

th
 August 2020 commencing 

at 2.00pm with a historical display and catch up with 
friends and meet new community members. 
A high tea will be served at 3.00pm. 
This is an occasion to celebrate the great foresight 
of the community of that time and who had faith in 
the future for the locals to enjoy over the last 50 
years and for future generations to come. 
 
This is a community event and everyone is welcome 
to attend this historic afternoon. 
For more information and to advise of your atten-
dance for catering, please phone 
57672251 or 57672324 . 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
The original hall was built in 1905 and served the 
community well, but after over 60 years the commit-
tee decided it was time to upgrade. 
 
From The Ensign Wednesday September 2, 1970 
 
“An occasion Tatong will always remember”  New 
Hall officially opened Friday 28 August 1970 where 
over 500 people attended to celebrate this occasion.  
Cr Jensen, Shire President when opening the hall 
said Tatong could now boast the “best hall in the 
Shire”. 
Joan Lewis 

The Tatong Heritage Group 

meeting scheduled for the 27th 

July is cancelled. The group is 

in recess until at least Septem-

ber. 

Andrea Stevenson-President 

Is there somewhere in our area a reliable plumber?  
Over the past two or three years we have sought such 
a beast to no avail.  First one came to see what was 
needed and said he would get back to us but never 
did. 
The next one came, did some of the required work, 
sent a rather large bill for the work which was badly 
done.  When contacted re this we were told that he 
would drop in when next in the area.  That must have 
been two years ago.  In spite of reminders about this 
nothing has been done and the problem remains. 
So we tried again for another one.  This one came, 
looked at what was needed and said he would get 
back to us.  Well that didn’t happen.  Saw him in a lo-
cal shop and he stated he would be over on Monday.   
That must have been about 6 weeks ago.  Still wait-
ing. 
If you don’t want the work, just say so.  Meanwhile our 

gutter still leaks and the hot water inlet still freezes 

among other problems. 

Sallie Hann 

RIP DOCTOR ROSEMARY WILLIAMS 
Sadly Rosemary passed away mid-June. I will only 
briefly mention her as I am sure someone else will 
write a more substantial eulogy for the much loved 
and respected person that she was. 
 I found her to be authentic, determined and very 
thoughtful about Tatong and its people. Apart from 
doing electrical work for her and Nita I first experi-
enced her strength and community involvement when 
she was part of the log truck committee which worked 
hard to get a fair deal for the residents along the truck-
ing routes through the town and beyond. 
Rosemary was an example to me of someone who 
was humble but strong, highly qualified and yet ‘one of 
us.’ 
Mike Larkin                   
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the 
month.  
Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 
3673. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft 
Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or 
in file formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out 
by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work in 
MS Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to 
adjust your layout.) If laid out in a Word 
document, the text & photos will need to be 
copied into Publisher; however the Editor will 
have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to 
extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler 
committee. 


