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Stringybark Creek Expedition                                   
Some members of the Tatong 
Heritage Group went on an expe-
dition to view the new signage at 
Stringybark Creek.  
En route we stopped at Mrs 
Heller’s grave. Emma Heller died 
in 1885; as there was too much 
snow to get her body to Mansfield 
a coffin was brought to Toombul-
lup instead and she was buried 
there. Her grave is off Madhouse 
Rd not far from the Tatong/Tolmie 
Rd. 
At Stringybark Creek, the new 

signs were found to be informative, attractive and give a good 
overview; covering both the Kelly history and that of the police-
men who were murdered. 
There is now a pleasant 1.4km walking trail  through the bush 
which passes where Sgt Kennedy’s body was found. 
We drove round to the camping ground, to 
enjoy lunch at a picnic table in the shade, 
then set off for home via the Old Tolmie 
and Tiger Hill roads; an interesting trip so 
long as one has a good navigator on board 
(thank you Geoff, and Terry, never needed 
to check the GPS!) 
The Stringybark Creek site is around 27km 
from Tatong, and makes for a pleasant 
outing.  
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EASTER MONDAY  

April 22nd, 2019 
Molyullah Recreation Reserve 
(26 Kilometres South East of Benalla along Kilfeera Road) 

Follow Easter Fair signs 
 

Fun Family Participatory Day 
Competitions, Lucky Gate prize, Spinning Wheel 

Plenty FREE Kids attractions 

Plant Stall & Jumble Sale, Booth, Food, Drinks,  
 

Horse Events. 
 

Jumping and Novelty Horse Events 

Open, Junior and Graded Events 

Horse events commence 8.30am 
 

Further Information. Bill Willett. 0429 947 696 

 

Admission: $10/Adult, Family Ticket $25, Students $5, 

Children under 6 Free. 
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‘LOOK OVER THE FARM GATE’ 
Look out for them, look out for you. 

Slogans don’t work by themselves, you have to take action – 
and Tatong’s Patricia Manser and the Hall committee did, 
and there we were on the MV Paradise Queen cruising the 
waters of Lake Mulwala.  Thanks to Benalla Rural City Coun-
cil sponsorship, a big white bus started from Tatong Hall 
stopping often to collect people from their property, and ar-
rived in Yarrawonga with everyone relaxed and laughing. 
Then onto the boat for drinks and a delightful BBQ dinner.  
Watching the water-skiers practice their ballet moves, and 
peacefully watching the daylight fade to a beautiful sunset, 
among friends who are all (pun intended) in the ‘same boat’, 
was really great for the soul. 
Patricia had arranged a gift bag for us, so many thanks to 
the sponsors for their help.  To Millers Benalla, Reece 
Plumbing, Toyota Benalla, Mitre 10, Jenny Milner-Marsha 
Watson Pharmacy, Benalla Newsagency and Goulburn 
Murray Credit Union. 
Cr. Peter Davis represented Council. 
The event was supported by ‘Look Over the Farm Gate’ 
which is funded by the Victorian Government, and managed 
by the Victorian Farmers Federation in partnership with the 
Country Fire Authority, National Centre for Farmer Health, 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and the Country Women’s As-
sociation. 
Stress is something that everyone must learn to deal with 
within themselves – if you ignore it, it only gets worse and it 
will bite you very hard. 
If you feel that you would like to sort things within yourself, or 
someone you love, put your hand up now. 
If you think it’s bad for you, stop, and think of your partner – 
not only do they have to cope with the situation, they have to 
cope with you as well.  Google  James Greenshields – resil-
ientleadersfoundation.org/putyourhandup/ – for an inspiring 
insight about how they not only coped as a family, but came 
out the other side.  
Thank you Pat for taking action.  It’s not only dealing with the 

stress of the moment, it’s the resilience to stay with every-

thing – not that easy.  Put Your Hand Up  

Nicole McFarlane 

MENTAL HEALTH AND FOOD AWARENESS - AGAIN 
I think I have mentioned “mental health food” before but 
today when purchasing a packet of chocolate biscuits I 
noticed that it was rated only 0.5 Health Star Rating. As 
a person concerned with holistic health such ratings 
need to take into account a person’s mental health and 
we all know that there is nothing better for mental health, 
in a crisis, than chocolate bikkies, cakes or bars.  
Writing like this reminds of “Young Sheldon” of the TV 
series and his pedantic and literal personality with which 
I can identify, except for his high IQ! (I think I wrote about 
him recently but can’t remember where or when so just 
bear with me and my failing memory.) 
The amusing thing with Sheldon is that while he is nearly 
always right he remains “wrong” in the eyes of almost 
everyone else. The problem being that most of us ‘sort-
of’ hate the truth because what it does is to expose our 
“untruths” and there is plenty of them!  
New words are occasionally needed as new understand-
ings arise and one day a new word will be needed for the 
compulsive truth teller like Sheldon. Would it be “truther” 
for the teller of truth, because we have liar for its oppo-
site?   
What I am wondering is who can I write to in order to 
correct this shocking health chocolate biscuit food label-
ling scam which is just so ‘untrue’! 
Mike Larkin                                     

Walk the talk! 
   For most of our working lives 
Janette and I were in some sort of a 
sales role. Generally speaking, the 
types of positions we took on meant 
our performance was measured very 
accurately. Whether or not sales were 
achieved was quite obvious to all. As 
a result, sales bonuses were achieved 
or not.  
   When we were in managerial posi-

tions we would have to interview candidates for new or 
vacant positions. People tend to prepare well for inter-
views and are ready to ‘talk themselves up’. They were 
always happy to talk about their qualifications or what 
they will do. Where some fell down was when they were 
asked to give examples of things they had actually done.  
   This doesn’t only apply to sales, but to just about all the 
things we do. Many people will have attended meetings 
at various times. So often there are people who put for-
ward quite good ideas and then sit back expecting others 
to run with them, never putting their hand up to do any-
thing themselves. Experience tells me that it’s so often 
the same people who are ‘the doers’. Experience also 
says that, later, most criticism comes from the ‘non-
doers’. 
   What’s that? Reminds you of some politicians? Surely 
you’re not suggesting our pollies would talk a lot about 
what they’ll do and then……..??? 
   There’s a saying in sales that usually goes along the 
lines “it’s so easy to talk the talk – we need to walk the 
talk”. In other words people need to spend less time talk-
ing about what they or other people should do, and get 
off their backsides and do it. 
   At the end of the day, “well done” is always better than 
“well said”. 
John Knapper 

                                         Cheers 

JACINTA ARDERN, Prime Minister of New Zea-

land, for her composure and compassion, but 

most of all for her inclusive leadership in such 

testing of circumstances. 
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Pest Animal Management 

 Rabbits 

 Foxes 

 Wombats (by Permit if applicable) 

 Deer 

 Dogs 

 Kangaroos  (by Permit) 

NORTH EAST BUNNY BUSTERS 

2385 MIDLAND HWY SWANPOOL 3673 

PH 0421363967 

Implement your Fox and 
Dog control program   

NOW 

 1080 certified 
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The Frog that Laughed 
Has it rained, now the Tattler is out? If so, maybe someone 
made the frog laugh... 
Long ago, before there were any people in Australia, the 
animals woke one dawn to find all the water was gone. 
Horrified, they looked in every waterhole that was, the 
birds flying great distances, but there was no water to be 
found.  
Of course a council was formed, and Mirran the Kangaroo 
took charge. She outlined their woes at such length that 
Kurboroo the koala went to sleep, and when she finished 
she accidentally sat down on Kowern the Echidna. Poor 
Mirran shrieked and jumped up, and some were so undig-
nified as to laugh. It took their minds off how thirsty they 
were. After that, everyone had a say, but none had any-
thing useful to offer. Then at midday, Tarook the Seagull 
arrived with news. 
"Three nights ago," said Tarook, "Tattelak the Frog es-
caped from his prison under the sea. He waddled away 
into the plains beyond (he is too big to hop) and I followed 
him, and heard a great slurping. There was Tattelak, drink-
ing. He had drunk salt water for so long that he was terribly 
thirsty, and he has sucked up all the water of the land." 
Having told them all she knew, Tarook bowed to Mirran the 
Kangaroo, and flew away.  
Terribly distressed by this news, there was a great hulla-
balloo. As the outcry died down, it was agreed that Malian 
the Eaglehawk should fly to the sea to find out all she 
could about Tattelak. She returned at dusk. 
"Tattelak is the most terrible Frog you could imagine," she 
said.  "He is squatting on a rise near the sea, and has 
drunk so much that he cannot move.  He is huge, and he 
does not speak at all. No one could tell me anything to 
help, until I found old Blook the Bullfrog. He was so angry 
he could barely speak. He says Tattelak he has inside him 
all the waters of the land, and we will never see it again, 
unless Tattelak can be made to laugh.” 
"To laugh?!" cried the thirsty animals.  "Who can make a 
Frog laugh?"  "Blook cannot, that is why he is angry," said 
Malian. At once the animals asked each other who could 
be funny. Some thought they could, and tried, but didn’t 
get many laughs. So they all set off through the bush, run-
ning and hopping, walking and slithering, the birds flying 
overhead. By morning they came to a swampy plain near 
the sea, and a creek with no fresh water left in it. On a little 
hill sat a huge, monster Frog.  His beady eyes bulged out, 
and he gazed out to the ocean, and took no notice of them 
at all. "If he goes back to the sea," said Merkein the 
Kookaburra, "he will take all our water with him." 
So they tried to make the Frog laugh. They danced and 
capered and pranced, the birds sang ridiculous songs, and 
the insects sat on his head and told jokes. He ignored 
them all. 
It is hard to be funny when nobody laughs. They became 
disheartened, but Mirran would not let them stop. She her-
self did most wonderful jumps before the Frog, and even 
hopped right over the Emu, who looked so bewildered that 
all the animals burst out laughing... except for Tattelak the 
Frog.  Menak the Bandicoot with her sisters and brothers 
performed a dance show, and the possums did gymnas-
tics. But nothing amused the Frog.  
Mirran remembered what had happened when she sat on 
the Echidna, and bravely offered to do it again. The 
Echidna promptly scuttled away into a hole. They lured her 
out, and enticed her to let Mirran sit on her; but it just didn’t 
work the second time. Mirran gently lowered herself onto 

Kowern’s quills, and Kowern groaned, but no one even 
smiled.  The Frog was heard to snore. Poor Mirran was 
even more sore, and Kowern sulkily went back to the hole in 
the creek bed. By evening the animals were exhausted, the 
frog was unmoved, and everybody was more thirsty than 
ever.  
In the creek-bed beneath them, Noy-Yang the great Eel was 
woken, pinched of the drying earth. Annoyed, she wriggled 
out to the surface, and approached the sad assembly of 
animals, to demand an explanation. Then she accidentally 
wriggled across Kowern the Echidna. Noy-Yang yelled, and 
threw herself backwards off those dreadful spikes. Punc-
tured all over, she stood on her tail and danced about, 
shrieking in fury. 
When the monster Frog caught sight of the Eel dancing on 
her tail in the mud-flats, he opened his huge mouth and let 
out such a great shout of laughter as had never been heard 
before in the world, and all the waters of the land came 
rushing out of his mouth. The water filled the swamp, filled 
the creek, rushed inland to fill all the rivers again. 
Tattelak went on laughing, and water kept pouring out of his 
mouth. He shrank and shrank, and his skin hung in great 
flabby folds about him. At last all the water had come out, 
and Tattelak was as small as an ordinary giant, and had to 
go back into the sea. 
Mirran cried out, “There will be a flood!" "Nonsense!" said 
Warreen the Wombat, "Ten minutes ago it was a drought." 
But there was a flood... and that is another story. 
(Condensed by Andrea Stevenson, with deference to Mary 
Grant Bruce who recorded this story, and to the Kurnai peo-
ple who told her the tale. ) 
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G'day to all the locals and visitors. Well we are nearly all the way through 

March. Our Comedy Night was a massive hit, lots and lots of laughs. It was a 

fantastic night and so great to see the locals and out of towners having a great 

time. We will try and do it again for winter.  

 

Come and see Mike Larkin's new mural of the history of the town printed on 

our water tank as well as the 7m mural in the backyard. We have had no luck 

with the wall to wall art festival this year but will be trying for the next year. 

 

Don’t forget the usual Tuesday Pizza Night from 5pm, Wednesday Wallet 

Watchers, Thursday $20 Pot & Parma & Friday Happy Hour from 5.30-7.30. 

 

Bring your mates to your local Pub. 

 

See you all soon, 

Pedro, Shirley, Stu � and Ninja � 
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THE LIGHTS OF BUDAPEST 
 
Each evening on our Rhine / Danube cruise, just before dinner, our cruise director gave a briefing on the next day’s 
events. She would go over the tour options for the next day and times to meet for departure. She would give us a heads 
up on special things to look out for and sometimes local foods we might try. 
   On the second last night her advice was quite simple – have an early breakfast and be on deck before nine for our 
approach into Budapest. As always, it was good advice – it was so picturesque. 
   Budapest has eight bridges linking Buda and Pest, the towns on each side of the river. Budapest became one city in 
1873 with the amalgamation of right bank Buda and left bank Pest. Pest is very flat and Buda sits on seven hills. Be-
cause of this, Pest was prone to flood and sustain severe building damage. Therefore much of Pest only dates to the 
19th century. Buda is much older because of this. It's also the Toorak / South Yarra of Budapest. 
   Pest has a huge square called 'Heroes Square'. This is where, in 1989, a young man urged a large crowd to throw out 
the communists. The square was surrounded by Russian tanks and it wasn't long after Tiananmen Square. The world 
press were there and the Russians did nothing. That young man became Prime Minister.  
   Another place I can highly recommend to visit.                                                                                   John Knapper 
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 

ABN 59 349 567 286  
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Molyullah Trail Ride 
On Sunday the 24th Feb Molyullah trail riding 

friends had their first ride. Eight friends rode over 

Cattlehill to the end of Watchbox ck rd and enjoyed a 

Bbq lunch followed by a return ride along Watchbox 

ck rd. 

Anyone wishing to join the friends on their monthly 

ride should contact Dianne on 57666250 for further 

details. All welcome 
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A Slice of German Life 
Sunday, 9

th
 September:  England  

Easyjet to Stansted in Essex, 25 minutes, flying in over 
the Zuyder Zee and looking up the German coast.  Good-
bye. 
 
At the airport we bought Time Magazine with an article on 
Angela Merkel.  Hajo admires her but disapproves.   Anna 
who takes little notice of politics dislikes her.  Our genera-
tion call her Muttie (mother).    She is accused of taking 
too long to make decisions but it turns out she does her 
own research and reading, rather than just listening to her 
advisors.   When she has done that she draws those 
around her into joint resolutions, a characteristic of the 
German style of democracy and voting system.  She is, in 
fact, regarded as the leader of Europe and the most pow-
erful woman in the world.  She will not let Greece fall out 
of the Union and the Euro.  In the meantime we have a 
new government in Australia and we begin to find that the 
people we know, who all have some connection with Aus-
tralia, are puzzled or just laugh at Tony Abbott’s ‘turn back 
the illegal immigrants’ and ‘cancel the carbon tax’.  I look 
back at my country and have this feeling or realization of 
our insularity.  It is an uncomfortable feeling. 
 
And I have been surprised by the outgoing and expressive 
Germans, the interest as soon as they hear you are Aus-
tralian, the willingness to help, the politeness.   Whilst they 
have as dense a population as anywhere in Europe re-
quiring tiny roads and cars, on the flat Niedersaxon plain, 
the skies are huge so you do not feel it. 
 
Little things driven by climate or convenience make Ger-
many and Holland seem technically advanced to Austra-
lia.  (This went on in the UK).    The train doors keep clos-
ing we think the trains are about to leave.  But it is to keep 
out the cold.  On the outside you press a button on the 
side of the carriage door and it opens again.  Zips on jack-
ets have a double tag at the bottom of the zip.  One to do 
the jacket up, and another to pull up to open the jacket at 
the bottom so you can get on your bike. 
 
I still can’t believe we’re leaving.  What fun we’ve had! 
 

This is the  last in the series of articles by Hazel 
Whan of her European trip. 
The Editor would like to express his thanks  for 
her interesting contribution, 

TATTLER PRINTING PROBLEMS 
Some readers will have noticed ink haloes around 
lettering and photos on the odd numbered pages of 
recent Tattlers as well as extra late deliveries in 
some areas. These problems are being addressed 
but is will take time so please bear with us. 
This month is our first tryout for the Ricoh machine 
donated by David Elford and hopefully that will con-
tinue the good work of our HP printer which has done 
well for many years. As with much technology it is not 
made to last and the manufacturer ‘support’ may be 
withdrawn after about 4 years. 
Mike Larkin                                               
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2008 52.4 11.5 33.4 17.7 48.3 37 114.7 58.8 18.9 1.9 89.7 64.9 549.2 

2009 3 5.4 38.7 80.7 30.6 107.9 77.5 65.5 76 48.6 72.3 18.9 625.1 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2           40.9 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Bleak is the word as far as rainfall goes with only 8.4mm up until the 15th of March. For February we had a meagre total 
of only 13.2mm so once again it’s hard for anyone with animals, gardens and dams. People are constantly bringing water 
containers to the water bore facility at the Tatong fire shed in order to cope. Fortunately we have not experienced much 
in the way of bushfire locally even though our volunteers have had their share of outings to other districts. Anyone new to 
Tatong and district who is even a little interested in helping with firefighting please contact your local brigade. Many vol-
unteers are not as young as they used to be and it is hard to find crews especially during the working weekdays . 
Mike Larkin                               

ART WORK AND THE RICH HISTORY OF TATONG 
AND DISTRICT 

Thanks to our Heritage Group enthusiasts and people like 
Greg Kirk we have lots of historic documents and photos 
of our district. 
Now we have the Pedro Schroder and Mike Larkin version 
of the Kelly gang prospecting in the Tatong Hills on dis-
play on a small “silo” (tank) at the Tavern carpark. Pedro 
would like to hold an opening event when he has all the 
“ducks lined up.” 
 The mural comprises 5 separate scenes four of which are 
from historic photos and the central feature depicts Ned 
and the boys at a small creek in the surrounding hills. My 
painting belongs in the regions where art and facts are 
blurred because apparently the gang did some prospect-
ing, so I just needed to create a “vision” of that activity.  
A painting which is not based upon the actual scene or a 
photo is a tricky exercise which may work, or not, and I 
am pleased to say that for me it worked well enough. The 
scene does not depict any of the conflict and bloodshed 
that the gang experienced even though one character 
holds a rifle, a small symbol of their outlaw lives. I enjoyed 
trying to capture the beauty and peace of our bushland in 
the surrounding hills and especially creating a small creek 
with plenty of actual water in it. I have not included a 
photo because it’s not officially ‘opened’ yet and it’s a 
good reason to stop at the Tavern to have a look at the 
real thing. 
Footnote for New Zealand. Speaking of guns and gangs 
and New Zealand has just experienced its first terrible ter-
rorism atrocity when 50 Muslim people were shot dead in 
mosques in Christchurch. Ironic for a city named after the 
Christian figurehead and a reminder that not much has 
changed since Christianity began just over 2000 years 
ago. The sympathy for all peoples affected by this massa-
cre will be worldwide but unfortunately, we know that this 
will not be the end of it while conflicting, human-made be-
liefs of all kinds continue to create hate, violence and suf-
fering.   
Mike Larkin                            
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What’s on this month 
April 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Mar 31 1 Tatong Fire 

Brigade Train-
ing. 7pm Fire 
Shed. 

2 

 
 

3 Whitegate 

Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern  

 4 Play group, 

9.30,am  Tatong 
Rec Res . 

Molyullah Com-

munity Dinner at 
the Tavern  

5 6 

7 8 

 
9 Mansfield 

Bush Poets 
Mansfield     Li-
brary 3-5pm 

10  11 Play group, 

9.30,am  Tatong 
Rec Res . 
 

12 Fish & 

Chip Night. Mo-
lyullah Hall 
5.30pm 

13 

14 15 Tatong 

Fire Brigade 
Training. 7pm 
Fire Shed. 

16  17 18 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 

19 Girls 

Shed  10.00am 
at Tatong Hall 

20 

21 22   23 24 25 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 

26 27 

28 Samaria 

Suns Vs GV 
Giants. Tatong 
Oval ( Ground 
Permitting)  

29 30 May 1 May 2 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 

May 3 

 
 

May 4 

2019 Lunar Phases — Melbourne (Australia/Melbourne) Time 

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Third Quarter Lunation 

Jan. 6, Su 12:29 Jan. 14, Mo 17:46 Jan. 21, Mo 16:17 Jan. 28, Mo 08:12 1188 

Feb. 5, Tu 08:04 Feb. 13, We 09:26 Feb. 20, We 02:53 Feb. 26, Tu 22:29 1189 

Mar. 7, Th 03:05 Mar. 14, Th 21:26 Mar. 21, Th 12:43 Mar. 28, Th 15:11 1190 

Apr. 5, Fr 19:52 Apr. 13, Sa 05:06 Apr. 19, Fr 21:12 Apr. 27, Sa 08:19 1191 

May 5, Su 08:47 May 12, Su 11:13 May 19, Su 07:11 May 27, Mo 02:34 1192 

June 3, Mo 20:02 June 10, Mo 16:00 June 17, Mo 18:31 June 25, Tu 19:48 1193 

July 3, We 05:17 July 9, Tu 20:56 July 17, We 07:39 July 25, Th 11:20 1194 

Aug. 1, Th 13:12 Aug. 8, Th 03:32 Aug. 15, Th 22:31 Aug. 24, Sa 00:58 1195 

Aug. 30, Fr 20:38 Sept. 6, Fr 13:11 Sept. 14, Sa 14:35 Sept. 22, Su 12:43 1196 

Sept. 29, Su 04:27 Oct. 6, Su 03:48 Oct. 14, Mo 08:10 Oct. 21, Mo 23:41 1197 

Oct. 28, Mo 14:40 Nov. 4, Mo 21:23 Nov. 13, We 00:37 Nov. 20, We 08:13 1198 

Nov. 27, We 02:07 Dec. 4, We 17:58 Dec. 12, Th 16:14 Dec. 19, Th 15:59 1199 
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