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Welcome to Louisa Jessie De Fazio, born 15/4/18. Another 

daughter for Shane  and Sarah, much loved sister for Josie 

and Fraser and granddaughter for Doreen (dec)  and Jack 

Harrison and Linda and Laurie De Fazio. A very welcome 

new member of all our families. 

YOU CAN WRITE LIKE LINDA  
Linda De Fazio has shown our readers that everyone can 
contribute to our local newsletter. Her stories about trav-
elling in Europe have been really informative and interest-
ing and they include that special ingredient “local flavour” 
with hubby Laurie and the extended family. The stories 
don’t even have to be about exotic travel because we all 
love a bit of gossip, even about seemingly everyday hap-
penings. 
The Tattler committee had a fun time at a recent meeting 
talking about various travel adventures both overseas 
and in the Oz outback and we decided that we should 
write more about such adventures. 

When in my early twenties I did trips with mates to Tas-
sie and Cairns, which included the beautiful Green Is-
land, and one year the mates were unavailable so I de-
cided that I would find company by hitch hiking. I met 
many interesting people and experienced some strange 
situations along my journey from the Latrobe Valley to 
Adelaide then up to Broken Hill. From there I travelled to 
Mildura and followed the Murray River to the Snowy 
Mountains where I visited a former electrician workmate 
from the SEC at Yallourn. He was a Scottish $10 
‘Pom’ (immigrant) who was very popular at work but un-
certain whether to stay in Oz. From the Snowy region I 
travelled down the Princes Highway to home. 
The only place where I had trouble getting a ride was 
outside Broken Hill where I waited, after a few kilome-
tres of walking,   in the barren but beautiful landscape 
for 6 hours till a truck driver picked me up and took me 
to Mildura. The truckie was only the second vehicle on 
the road for the whole time I waited. We arrived in 
Mildura not long before dark which was fortunate, be-
cause as with the Snowy Mountains, I found friends of 
my brother in Mildura. Unfortunately this friend, and an-
other mate of my brother, were to both die in a car 
crash. A further memory of these two young men was 
that when the funeral was held for the mate who lived in 
Yallourn my brother was terribly upset that he could not, 
as a Catholic, enter the Presbyterian Church for his 
mate’s funeral. Things have changed since then. 
I carried a small 2 man tent and sleeping bag but there 
were a number of times that I got a bed from friends that 
I visited or from people who gave me rides. The tent had 
strings at each end so I would look for trees and posts to 
tie the ends to, push a few pegs in the bottom of the tent 
and “Bob’s your Uncle.” Obviously there are some socie-
tal changes for the better in the intervening 50 years 
since my trip but some that are not so good. You could 
not hitch hike easily or safely now, like I did then, be-
cause so much trust and community togetherness is 
lost. 
That trip cost very little, gave me an unforgettable ad-
venture and made good use of my 2 weeks annual 
leave. At the time I took a few photos with my simple 
black and white folding camera which I thought was the 
“bee’s knees.” It had a timer so that I could even take 
‘selfies’ which mostly showed me standing, squatting or 
leaning by roadsides while waiting for a ride. 
Mike Larkin                                          
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Bratislava Old Town 

    Bratislava, the capital 

of Slovakia, is set along 

the Danube River by the 

border with Austria and 

Hungary. It is 18 kms 

from the border with 

Hungary and only 60 

kms from the Austrian 

capital Vienna. 

    It is surrounded by vineyards and the Little Carpathian Mountains and crisscrossed with 

forested hiking and cycling trails. The pedestrian-only, 18th-century old town is known for its 

lively bars and cafes. Perched atop a hill, the reconstructed Bratislava Castle overlooks the 

old town and the Danube. 

   Bratislava is very 

well known for its 

many sculptures, 

some of which are 

shown here. Most are life size and present great 

photo opportunities for tourists 

   My favourite is the one I call 

‘Peeping Tom’ but who the locals call 

Cumil. The literal translation of Cumil 

is ‘The Watcher’. He’s supposedly a 

sewer worker who pops his head up 

through a manhole to look under 

women’s’ skirts. 

   Local lore says that your wish will 
come true if you touch Cumil’s head – 
as long as you keep it secret forever.    
 
 John Knapper 
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 

ABN 59 349 567 286  
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Another month at the Tavern gone. Don’t forget to come down if you’re 
cold and sit by the front of the fires. We are open Sunday nights for dinner 
and also for lunch. We will be opening up on Tuesdays from 3 o’clock for 
Pizzas for dinner soon so spread the word! July the 25th will see a special 
Xmas in July function for dinner and with June bringing the start of winter 
the new menu will be here with some of your favourites including our 
famous lamb shanks, along with a selection of belly warming comfort food, 
so come hungry for it. 
Lastly, we will be bringing back Friday evening and Saturday lunch and 
evening live acoustic music.. 
Call and book your table now. (03)57672210 

Tatong Tavern 

Shepparton Car Club visits Molyullah. 
 
On Saturday, 5 May the Shepparton Vintage Car Club held a car 
rally in the area and stopped at the Molyullah Hall for a “country 
style morning tea”.     
It was a lovely crisp and sunny autumn morning and as the cars 
pulled up it was obvious that the conveniences were the high 
priority!   Comfort restored, car club members entered the hall to 
partake in a cuppa and a wonderful array of baked and home-
made goodies.  Kath Ramage’s sponge was so loved that sev-
eral slices were taken to be auctioned at dinner that evening!     
Tables had been set in the hall but few were used – the visitors 
preferring to enjoy the lovely day and environment outside.  
Many said they had also been sitting for over two hours in the 
car so that may have also been a factor.    I think that many of 
the visitors were also reluctant to venture from the table with its array of cakes, scones, sandwiches, etc. 
Many thanks to all who contributed to this morning tea – we raised $410.00 and the visitors went away well refreshed 

and with great memories of the morning.   

Maxine Gardner and Marg Chatham serve tea and 
coffee to the Shepparton Car Club Members.   

A delicious spread. 

Janette Knapper 
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When is a cup of coffee a Mugaccino? 
Now I think everyone knows that Laurie loves his cup 
of cappuccino and usually the bigger the better so he 
always asks for a mugaccino. Over the years we’ve 
had a few problems with this description, most often 
being served a 
macchiato 
which is a 
small, strong 
espresso cof-
fee with a 
small amount 
of frothed milk. 
In Stockholm 
this problem 
reached a new 
level when the 
wait staff deliv-
ered a small 
macchiato in a 
big mug. And 
to add insult to injury informed us that the mug would 
cost more! I think our description may have lost 
something in translation. 
 
Linda De Fazio 

Tattler Committee 
Your Tattler Committee holds meetings every two 

months – rotating the venue so it is not too onerous 
for any one of us.  Refreshments provided by the 
team ensure it is an occasion to look forward to – 

unlike many meetings.  The May meeting was held at 
Rick and Sallie Hann’s. 

Pictured below (from left):  Geoff Rintala, Mike 

Larkin, Maeve Larkin, Gretchen McDonald, Darcy 

Hogan, Andrea Stevenson, Rick and Sallie Hann.   

Absent from the photo: Brian Vial, Janette Knapper. 

Local Birdlife 
   
John came in after working in the top paddock and said he recalled 
when he saw the first deer up there and now he can say when he 
saw the first emus on our place!  We thought emu country was a 
fair way from here but I am told by some bushwalkers they have 
seen them in the bush between Tatong and Tolmie and that there 
are signs now in Tolmie warning people to be aware of emus when 
driving through that area.  Sorry we don’t have a photo despite now 
seeing them a couple of times – perhaps next issue.  
 

We did take a photo of the nest of a white-winged Chough.  We 
seem to have a resident flock of these birds and they look lovely 
when they take off and show their white “underwings”.  
 

These nests may take several months to build if there is a lack of 
mud.  Interestingly, if there is a lack of mud they may use cattle or 
emu dung! 
 

  
The photo of the bird, whilst not showing much of the white under-
wing, is very typical of the birds on our farm.  This photo is courtesy 
“Google”.   
 

Our flock is about 15 in number.  Apparently the flocks are com-
posed of breeding adults and non-breeding helpers –some of which 
are young from previous broods and some birds which may have 
been kidnapped from other groups of choughs.   They are quite 
noisy when disturbed and mostly seem to feed on the ground – eat-
ing seeds and insects.   
     
Janette Knapper 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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Livestock 
Independent and experienced livestock specialists across Victoria, New South Wales and 

South Australia. 

Rodwells is well-known for its team of experienced livestock agents. 

Rodwells livestock offers clients services in: 

 Prime Sales 

 Store Sales 

 Over Hook Sales 

 Private Sales 

 Stud Stock Sales 

 AuctionsPlus 

 Live Export 

 Feedlot Services 

For further details contact: 

John Gregory                           Justin Way                           Dale Buitenhuis 

Mob: 0429 621 880             Mob: 0429 625 513            Mob: 0428 378 825 
 

Real Estate 
As part of the Ruralco group, Rodwells are able to draw on the resources of Ruralco Property 

providing real estate agency services in both rural and residential markets. 

The services include sales, purchase or leasing of large and small rural and residential  

properties. 

Ruralco Property has been built around the ethos of Local Service, National Strength. 

Through this we are confident we can offer a marketing service which provides the best  

outcomes at all levels of the industry. 

For further details contact: 

Brett Neilson                                      

Mob: 0418626503                         
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Samaria Suns Giant Win 
On Sunday 6

th
 May the Samaria Suns hosted the G.V 

Giants in what has become a tightly fought rivalry over 
the last few years.   The Suns started the game with a 
strong line up thanks to many new faces having their first 
game of the season.  From the ruck contest to all around 
the ground the Samaria Suns were able to control the 
majority of the game.  Richardson and Kego in the ruck 
combined well with Berry and Pickering to ensure the 
suns had first use of the ball while Symes’ forward line 
ensured the scoreboard continued to tick over.  Cassidy 
and company in the backline showed a stealy strength 
which allowed Orton and the midfield to continue to run 
throughout the day.  The Suns ended up running away 
with a fantastic win.  It was fantastic to see so many new 
faces around the team as everybody contributed to an 
awesome atmosphere.  If anybody is interested in a 
game or just keen to come and have a run at training 
contact the Samaria Suns. 
  
Awards: Fruits n Fare – Steve Pickering, Benalla Bowls 
Club – Jamie Berry, Hollywoods Pizza – Darby Morrison, 
The Pink Shop – Damium Cassidy, One Wild Apple – 
Ted Coughlan 

Samaria Suns V Maryborough 
 
On Sunday 20th May the Samaria Suns hosted Marybor-
ough at the Tatong Recreation Reserve. The Suns 
started the game with a strong line up thanks to the re-
turning faces of David Whitechurch and Ant Fobister as 
well as new players, Justin Triffitt and Harley Dalgleish 
having their first game of the season. In true masters 
style the Suns were happy to lend a hand to the under-
manned Maryborough team. The Suns showed their 
dominance early taking a thirty point lead going into the 
first break.  There was some great work by the back line 
restricting Maryborough’s scoring opportunities.  
The second quarter would see Mick Levy lay a tackle 
which would see a Sun’s goal off the boot of the newly 
returned Ant Fobister. Coach Kyle Pugh was happy 
to see to see the game being played in true Masters 
style. 
 
If anybody is interested in a game or just keen to come 
and have a run at training contact the Samaria Suns. 
Samaria Suns 16 . 7 . 103 
Maryborough 5 . 5 . 35 
Goals: J. Berry 3, A. Fobister, S. Willet, D. Morrison 2, M. 
Dawson, M. Levy, P. Symes, H. Dalgleish, J. Burns, J. 
Triffitt, P. Shields 1 
 Awards: Fruits n Fare – Allan Crumb, Benalla Bowls 
Club – Ant Fobister, Hollywood’s Pizza – Shane Richard-
son, The Pink Shop – Jeremy Mansfield, One Wild Apple 
– David Whitechurch. Tool of the Week – Allan Crumb 
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Hi Folks,  
Did you notice the Donation Envelope in the 
last issue? Due to a bit of total lack of organisa-
tion within the Tattler Team we didn’t put in a 
‘pleading for money’ article or even leave a 
proper space to glue the envelope to. So 
please feel free to retrieve that envelope and 
make a donation to the Tattler. The yearly subs 
has been slashed to $10!!!!!!!!!!! 
As shown on this envelope you can Mail it / Di-
rect Debit it or stick it in the Tattler mailbox next 
to the Tavern (on the RHS). So, thank you for 
that and if you are a local with a local business 
we have over 500 readers so perhaps you 
should put an ad in ‘the local’ to boost busi-
ness? 
Darcy.  
The Secretary  
PS: Please put your name on the donation too. 
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         PIG MANURE 

       FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

         

     8 METRES - $150 

         
      DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

        CALL RUSSELL – 5766 6250 
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ATTENTION:  

RESIDENTS OF TATONG, SAMARIA, MOLYULLAH, 

MOORNGAG, SWANPOOL AND SURROUNDS! 

Are you thinking of selling? 

Let our friendly team take the stress out of your real estate needs. John Canavan First 

National is a family owned business with a proud history of service to the Mansfield dis-

trict and   surrounds for over 40 years. 
 

Our team are passionate about the area and love to promote it to new residents - thus achiev-

ing optimum results for our vendors. 

74 High Street, MANSFIELD 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

sales@johncanavan.com.au 

Give us a call and see what we can do for you - 5775 2792 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2008 52.4 11.5 33.4 17.7 48.3 37 114.7 58.8 18.9 1.9 89.7 64.9 549.2 

2009 3 5.4 38.7 80.7 30.6 107.9 77.5 65.5 76 48.6 72.3 18.9 625.1 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7         79.3 

The unknown payee 
 
Someone, I presume an advertiser, has put $80, by Direct Debit, into the Tattler account but left no clue as to who they 
are or what ad they are paying for!! 
The money was deposited on Wednesday the 2

nd
 March at 1954 (7.54PM) 

So if you match the detail and have paid for a yearly quarter page ad please let Darcy know as otherwise your ad will not 
be published: 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com  
H - 5767 2187 
 
Just for your information, every year the invoices for the ads are issued by mail or email, normally in February. Then af-
ter a couple of months, reminders are sent out after which any ads not paid for are deleted. We on the Tattler committee 
like our advertisers, who all help support the Tattler so, like me, please use the services which they provide before 
searching the net for some unknown provider of goods or services. 
 
So can the unknown payee contact Darcy to ensure that there ad continues in our paper: 
Thanks 
 
Darcy.  
The Secretary  

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
We had a respectable 31.6mm of rain up until the 15

th
 of May, respectable compared to April which had only 12mm of 

rain right on the 15
th 

of that month. For the whole month of April only 13.7mm of rain fell. Many plants and trees will show 
some effect ‘down the track’ from this very dry start to the year.  
As usual there is a ‘good side’ to everything and less rain has meant less grass lawn to cut. 
Mike Larkin                                

Format for Tattler Submissions 
The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file 
formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work in MS 
Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to adjust your 
layout.) If laid out in a Word document, the text & photos 
will need to be copied into Publisher; however the Editor 
will have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler committee. 

mailto:darcyhogan@bigpond.com
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What’s on this month 
June 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

May 27 May 28 

. 
 

May 29 May 30 May 31 

 
Play group, 
9.30,am Rec Res  
 

1 2 

3 4  5 6 Whitegate 

Community 
Dinner at the 
Tavern  
 
 
  

7 Molyullah Com-

munity Dinner at 
the  Tavern 

Play  

group, 9.30am, 
Rec Res 
 

8 

Fish & Chip Night. 
Molyullah Hall 
5.30pm 

9 

10  Nessie at 

the North East-
ern Hotel  12 
Noon to 4 pm. 

11 

 

12 Mansfield 

Bush Poets 
Meeting. Mans-
field Library 3-
5pm. 

13  14 Play  

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec Res .  
 

15 Girls Shed  

10.00am at Ta-
tong Hall 

 

16 
 

17 

 
18 19 20 Tatong 

Community 
Dinner at the 
Tavern 

21 Play  

group, 9.30,am 
Rec Res  
  

22 23 

24  25  26 27 28 
 Play group, 
9.30,am Rec Res  

29  30 

Molyullah Notice Board: 

Dates to note: 
 

Thursday, 7 June:  Molyullah Dinner at Tatong Tavern at 6.30pm.  Please ring the Tavern directly – 57672210 

to add your names to the reservation. 

Friday, 8 June:  Fish & Chip night at the Molyullah Hall, 5.30pm start – food to be ordered by 7.00pm - dining 

in the hall unless there is an unseasonal hot spell! 

Sunday, 10 June:  NESSIE will be playing at the North Eastern Hotel – 12.00noon to 4.00pm.  You can come 

along and enjoy the music and a drink or book lunch and enjoy the music whilst enjoying your meal.  Lunch-

eon bookings should be made with the Northo on 5762 7333.   

 

The way this month has fallen we have all our social events within a few days but July looks better with a 

break between events.   

 

Janette    knapper@bordernet.com.au  5766 6268 

 

mailto:knapper@bordernet.com.au
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category 
must be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month.  
Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 3673. 

Cheers to Linda De Fazio for her interesting and entertain-
ing three part account of her holiday. 
John Knapper 

Cheers to Russell Byrne for the establishment and running 
of the Molyullah Fish & Chip night held on the second Fri-
day of each month.   Your efforts are truly appreciated by 
the community who enjoy a great catch-up every month.  
Janette Knapper 

Cheers to French president, Emmanuel Macron for the follow-

ing:- "There is no plan B, because there is no planet B", Macron 

says after U.S. quits Paris climate pact. 

John Knapper 


